
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
Faith Lutheran Church 

September 27th, 2020 – 10 am 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 

We always want to know why. The rulers of the people wanted to know why Jesus was saying 

what He said and doing what He did. But Jesus challenged them with His Word and with the 

prophetic voice of John the Baptist. Why did they not listen, and why did they not repent? Why 

do we not listen and repent? Jesus told a parable of two sons—one whose words were yes but 

his heart was no, and the other whose words were no but whose heart said yes. We are called to 

listen. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and we shall be saved. 

 

 PREPARATION  

 

HYMN                   “Lord, Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor”                             #534 

 

1 Lord, enthroned in heav’nly splendor, 

    First-begotten from the dead, 

You alone, our strong defender, 

    Lifting up Your people’s head. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

    Jesus, true and living bread! 

    Jesus, true and living bread! 

 

2 Though the lowliest form now veil You 

    As of old in Bethlehem, 

Here as there Your angels hail You, 

    Branch and flow’r of Jesse’s stem. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

    We in worship join with them; 

    We in worship join with them. 

 

3 Paschal Lamb, Your off’ring, finished 

    Once for all when You were slain, 

In its fullness undiminished 

    Shall forevermore remain, 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

    Cleansing souls from ev’ry stain; 

    Cleansing souls from ev’ry stain. 

 

4 Life-imparting heav’nly manna, 

    Stricken rock with streaming side, 

Heav’n and earth with loud hosanna 

    Worship You, the Lamb who died, 



Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

    Ris’n, ascended, glorified! 

    Ris’n, ascended, glorified! 
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INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 25:6–7; 147:6 

 

Pastor: The LORD lifts up the humble; 

People: He casts the wicked to the ground. 

 

Pastor:         Remember Your mercy, O LORD, and Your steadfast love 

People: for they have been from of old. 

 

Pastor:         Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 

People:       according to Your steadfast love, remember me, for the sake of Your goodness, 

O LORD! 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: O almighty God, merciful Father, 

         People:       I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 

eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 

them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 

gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

Pastor:      Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead 

and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

         Pastor:        May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the 

day of our Lord Jesus Christ. The peace of the Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 
 

 WORD  

 

INTROIT Psalm 147:1–5; antiphon v. 6 

 



The LORD lifts up the humble; 

he casts the wicked to the ground. 

Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises to our God; 

  for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting. 

The LORD builds up Jerusalem;  

  he gathers the outcasts of  Israel. 

He heals the broken hearted 

  and binds up their wounds. 

He determines the number of the stars; 

  he gives to all of them their names. 

Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; 

  his understanding is beyond measure. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
The LORD lifts up the humble; 

  he casts the wicked to the ground. 

 

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Let us pray.  Almighty God, You exalted Your Son to the place of all honor and 

authority. Enlighten our minds by Your Holy Spirit that, confessing Jesus as Lord, 

we may be led into all truth; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–32 (The Lord takes no pleasure in 

the death of anyone, so turn to Him.) 

 

The word of the LORD came to me: “What do you mean by repeating this proverb 

concerning the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the 

children’s teeth are set on edge’? As I live, declares the Lord GOD, this proverb 

shall no more be used by you in Israel. Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the 

father as well as the soul of the son is mine: the soul who sins shall die . . . “Yet 

you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way 

not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? When a righteous person turns away 

from his righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it; for the injustice that 

he has done he shall die. Again, when a wicked person turns away from the 



wickedness he has committed and does what is just and right, he shall save his life. 

Because he considered and turned away from all the transgressions that he had 

committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die. Yet the house of Israel says, ‘The 

way of the Lord is not just.’ O house of Israel, are my ways not just? Is it not your 

ways that are not just? “Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one 

according to his ways, declares the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your 

transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin. Cast away from you all the transgressions 

that you have committed, and make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why 

will you die, O house of Israel? For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, 

declares the Lord GOD; so turn, and live.” 

 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

GRADUAL  Psalm 91:11; 103:1 

 

He will command His angels concerning you 

   to guard you in all your ways. 
Bless the LORD, O my soul, 

   and all that is within me, bless His holy name! 

 

EPISTLE Philippians 2:1–4, 14-18    (Count others more significant than yourselves.) 

 

So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any 

participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, complete my joy by being 

of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do 

nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than 

yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the 

interests of others . . . Do all things without grumbling or questioning, that you 

may be blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a 

crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 

holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud that I 

did not run in vain or labor in vain. Even if I am to be poured out as a drink 

offering upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you 

all. Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice with me. 

 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

VERSE Matthew 28:18b 

 

Alleluia. All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me. Alleluia. 

 

 



HOLY GOSPEL   Matthew 21:23–32 (Which of the two did the will of his father?) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

And when he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 

came up to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing 

these things, and who gave you this authority?” Jesus answered them, “I also will 

ask you one question, and if you tell me the answer, then I also will tell you by 

what authority I do these things.  The baptism of John, from where did it 

come? From heaven or from man?” And they discussed it among themselves, 

saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe 

him?’  But if we say, ‘From man,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for they all hold that 

John was a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to 

them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.                  

 “What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first and said, ‘Son, 

go and work in the vineyard today.’  And he answered, ‘I will not,’ but afterward 

he changed his mind and went.  And he went to the other son and said the same. 

And he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but did not go.  Which of the two did the will of his 

father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, the tax 

collectors and the prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before you.  For John 

came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax 

collectors and the prostitutes believed him. And even when you saw it, you did not 

afterward change your minds and believe him. 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY             “O God, My Faithful God”          #696 

 

1 O God, my faithful God, 

    True fountain ever flowing, 

Without whom nothing is, 

    All perfect gifts bestowing: 

Give me a healthy frame, 

    And may I have within 

A conscience free from blame, 

    A soul unstained by sin. 

 

2 Grant me the strength to do 

    With ready heart and willing 

Whatever You command, 

    My calling here fulfilling; 

That I do what I should 



    While trusting You to bless 

The outcome for my good, 

    For You must give success. 

 

3 Keep me from saying words 

    That later need recalling; 

Guard me lest idle speech 

    May from my lips be falling; 

But when within my place 

    I must and ought to speak, 

Then to my words give grace 

    Lest I offend the weak. 

 

4 Lord, let me win my foes 

    With kindly words and actions, 

And let me find good friends 

    For counsel and correction. 

Help me, as You have taught, 

    To love both great and small 

And by Your Spirit’s might 

    To live in peace with all. 

 

5 Let me depart this life 

    Confiding in my Savior; 

By grace receive my soul 

    That it may live forever; 

And let my body have 

    A quiet resting place 

Within a Christian grave; 

    And let it sleep in peace. 

 

6 And on that final day 

    When all the dead are waking, 

Stretch out Your mighty hand, 

    My deathly slumber breaking. 

Then let me hear Your voice, 

    Redeem this earthly frame, 

And bid me to rejoice 

    With those who love Your name. 
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SERMON          “A Story of Two Sons”       (Matthew 21:28-32) 

 

 



CREED Nicene Creed 

 

People: I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

        and of all things visible and invisible. 

 

  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

        and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

 

  And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

 SACRAMENT  

PREFACE 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.       2 Timothy 4:22 

People: And also with you. 

 



Pastor: Lift up your hearts.           [Colossians 3:1] 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.      [Psalm 136] 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 

Pastor: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on 

us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not 

perish but have eternal life.  

 

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the 

forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children from the tree of 

life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust 

in Him. 

 

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus 

Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits 

of His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come 

to us in His body and blood. 

People: Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD       Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 

1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

 

Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 

He comes.               1 Corinthians 11:26 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.          Revelation 22:20 

 

Pastor: Preserve among us, Father, the preaching of Your Word and the Sacraments Christ 

has established that we rejoice and hold fast to Your promise of eternal life. Grant 



to us Your Holy Spirit so that we be delivered from all our enemies and kept in 

Your protective care. Help us to follow the example of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ, walking in His ways by faith, and showing forth in our lives the good works 

that glorify You, until at last we possess the kingdom You have prepared for us in 

heaven, where You live and reign, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forevermore. 

People: Amen. 

 

Pastor: Lord, lead us into Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 

 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be Thy name, 

 Thy kingdom come, 

 Thy will be done on earth 

  as it is in heaven; 

 give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses 

  as we forgive those  

  who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom 

  and the power and the glory 

  forever and ever. Amen. 
 

PAX DOMINI 

 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: Amen. 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 

   “Renew Me, O Eternal Light”    #704 

   “What Wondrous Love Is This”    #543 

 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

 

Pastor: Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is good, 

People: for His steadfast love endures forever! 

 

Pastor: Almighty and ever-living God, You make us both to will and to do those things 

that are good and acceptable in Your sight. Let Your fatherly hand ever guide us 



and Your Holy Spirit ever be with us to direct us in the knowledge and obedience 

of Your Word that we may rejoice in Your good pleasure all the days of our lives 

and be raised according to Your mercy to live in Your eternal presence 

forevermore; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

BENEDICAMUS 

 

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.      

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.   Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 

 

HYMN  “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”          #655 

 

1 Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word; 

Curb those who by deceit or sword 

Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son 

And bring to naught all He has done. 

 

2 Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow’r make known, 

For You are Lord of lords alone; 

Defend Your holy Church that we 

May sing Your praise eternally. 

 

3 O Comforter of priceless worth, 

Send peace and unity on earth; 

Support us in our final strife 

And lead us out of death to life. 
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DISMISSAL 

 

Pastor:  Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 
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