The Order of Matins
Faith Lutheran Church

___________________________________________________________
Stand

OPENING HYMN:

Christ Is Our Cornerstone

1

Christ is our cornerstone,
On Him alone we build;
With His true saints alone
The courts of heav’n are filled.
On His great love
Our hopes we place
Of present grace
And joys above.

2

Here may we gain from heav’n
The grace which we implore,
And may that grace, once giv’n,
Be with us evermore
Until that day
When all the blest
To endless rest
Are called away.

3

Oh, then, with hymns of praise
These hallowed courts shall ring;
Our voices we will raise
The Three in One to sing
And thus proclaim
In joyful song,
Both loud and long,
That glorious name.
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INVOCATION
P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
CONFESSION OF SINS
P: O almighty God, merciful Father,
C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray
You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy,
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.
ABSOLUTION
P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of
you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son
and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Stand

P: O Lord, open my lips,
C: And my mouth will declare Your praise.
P: Makes haste O God, to deliver me;
C: Make haste to help me, O Lord.

Psalm 51:15

Psalm 70:1

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Praise to You, O Christ. Alleluia
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PSALMODY
P: Blessed be God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
C: O come, let us worship Him.
THE VENITE – O Come, Let Us Sing
P: O come let us sing to the Lord, let us make a joyful noise to the
Rock of our salvation. Let us come into His presence with
thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to Him with songs of praise.
C: For the Lord is a great God And a great King above all gods.
The deep places of the earth are in His hand; the strength of the
hills is His also.
P: The sea is His, for He made it, and His hand formed the dry land.
O come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord,
our maker.
C: For He is our God, and we are the people of His pasture and
the sheep of His hand.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it
was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen
P: Blessed be God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
C: O come, let us worship Him.
Sit

OLD TESTAMENT READING

Isaiah 5:1-7 (ESV)

The Vineyard of the LORD Destroyed
5 Let me sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard:
My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. 2 He dug it and cleared
it of stones, and planted it with choice vines; he built a watchtower in
the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; and he looked for it to
yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes. 3 And now, O inhabitants of
Jerusalem and men of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard.
3

4 What

more was there to do for my vineyard, that I have not done in
it? When I looked for it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes?
5 And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I will remove its
hedge, and it shall be devoured; I will break down its wall, and it shall
be trampled down. 6 I will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or
hoed, and briers and thorns shall grow up; I will also command the
clouds that they rain no rain upon it. 7 For the vineyard of the LORD of
hosts is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah are his pleasant
planting; and he looked for justice, but behold, bloodshed; for
righteousness, but behold, an outcry!
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
EPISTLE READING

Philippians 3:4b-14 (ESV)

If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have
more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the
tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a
Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness
under the law, blameless. 7 But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss
for the sake of Christ. 8 Indeed, I count everything as loss because
of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake
I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in
order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which
comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that
depends on faith— 10 that I may know him and the power of his
resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his
death, 11 that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection
from the dead.
Straining Toward the Goal
12 Not

that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I
4

press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his
own. 13 Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But
one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to
what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the
upward call of God in Christ Jesus.
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
HOLY GOSPEL

Matthew 21:33-46

The Parable of the Tenants
33 “Hear

another parable. There was a master of a house who
planted a vineyard and put a fence around it and dug a winepress in
it and built a tower and leased it to tenants, and went into another
country. 34 When the season for fruit drew near, he sent his
servants to the tenants to get his fruit. 35 And the tenants took his
servants and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36 Again
he sent other servants, more than the first. And they did the same to
them.
37 Finally

he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my
son.’ 38 But when the tenants saw the son, they said to
themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and have his
inheritance.’ 39 And they took him and threw him out of the vineyard
and killed him. 40 When therefore the owner of the vineyard comes,
what will he do to those tenants?” 41 They said to him, “He will put
those wretches to a miserable death and let out the vineyard to other
tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons.”
42 Jesus

said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: “‘The
stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was
the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes’?
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43 Therefore

I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from
you and given to a people producing its fruits. 44 And the one who falls
on this stone will be broken to pieces; and when it falls on anyone, it
will crush him.”
45 When

the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they
perceived that he was speaking about them. 46 And although they
were seeking to arrest him, they feared the crowds, because they held
him to be a prophet.
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
COMMON RESPONSORY

Psalm 119:89; 26:8; Luke 11:28

P: Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens.
C: Lord, I love the habitation of your house and the place where
Your glory dwells.
P: Blessed are those who hear the word of God and keep it.
C: Lord, I love the habitation of your house and the place where
Your glory dwells.
P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
C: Lord, I love the habitation of your house and the place where
Your glory dwells.
SERMON HYMN:
1

Christ, the Word of God Incarnate

Christ, the Word of God incarnate,
Lord and Son of Abraham;
Christ, the radiance of the Father,
Perfect God, the great I AM;
Christ, the light, You shine unvanquished,
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Light and life You bring to all;
Light our path with Your own presence,
Grant us grace to heed Your call.
3

Christ, the shoot that springs triumphant
From the stump of Jesse’s tree;
Christ, true vine, You nurture branches
To bear fruit abundantly.
Graft us into You, O Savior;
Prune our hearts so we remain
Fruitful branches in Your vineyard
Till eternal life we gain.

5

Christ, the way that leads unfailing
To the Father’s home on high,
Christ, the truth that frees the captive,
Christ, the life that cannot die.
Mediator to the Father,
Sacrifice and great High Priest:
Lead us to Your heav’nly mansions,
There to share Your wedding feast.

6

Christ, the Alpha and Omega,
Christ, the firstborn from the dead,
Christ, the life and resurrection,
Christ, the Church’s glorious head:
Praise and thanks and adoration
And unending worship be
To the Father and the Spirit
And to You eternally.

© 2001 Steven P. Mueller. Used by permission: CCAI, no. 660171.

MEDITATION: AJesus Is Calling Us to Faith” - Matthew 21:33-46
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THE OFFERING [Put your offering in the plate which is at the church main
entrance]

THE OFFERING HYMN
By Grace I'm Saved #566
1
By grace I’m saved, grace free and boundless;
My soul, believe and doubt it not.
Why stagger at this word of promise?
Has Scripture ever falsehood taught?
No! Then this word must true remain:
By grace you too will life obtain.
2

By grace! None dare lay claim to merit;
Our works and conduct have no worth.
God in His love sent our Redeemer,
Christ Jesus, to this sinful earth;
His death did for our sins atone,
And we are saved by grace alone.

6

By grace! On this I’ll rest when dying;
In Jesus’ promise I rejoice;
For though I know my heart’s condition,
I also know my Savior’s voice.
My heart is glad, all grief has flown
Since I am saved by grace alone.
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Stand

The Kyrie – Lord, Have Mercy

Mark 10:47

All: Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Matthew 6:9-13

8

Our Father, who are in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give
us this day our daily bread and Forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory; Forever and ever. Amen.
COLLECT
P: O Lord, hear my prayer.
C: And let my cry come to you.

Psalm 102:1

COLLECT OF THE DAY
Gracious God, You gave Your Son into the hands of sinful men who
killed Him. Forgive us when we reject Your unfailing love, and grant
us the fullness of Your salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen
ADDITIONAL COLLECTS OF INTERCESSION AND THANKSGIVING
(Each petition concludes)

P: Lord, in Your mercy
C: hear our prayer
COLLECT FOR GRACE
P: O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You
have safely brought us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the
same with Your mighty power and grant that this day we fall into no
sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but all our doings, being
ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
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THE BENEDICAMUS
P: Let us bless the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 103:1

THE BENEDICTION
2 Corinthians 13:14
P: The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you (us) all.
C: Amen
CLOSING HYMN:

My Song Is Love Unknown

1

My song is love unknown,
My Savior’s love to me,
Love to the loveless shown
That they might lovely be.
Oh, who am I
That for my sake
My Lord should take
Frail flesh and die?

2

He came from His blest throne
Salvation to bestow;
But men made strange, and none
The longed-for Christ would know.
But, oh, my friend,
My friend indeed,
Who at my need
His life did spend!

6

In life no house, no home
My Lord on earth might have;
In death no friendly tomb
But what a stranger gave.
What may I say?
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Heav’n was His home
But mine the tomb
Wherein He lay.
7

Here might I stay and sing,
No story so divine!
Never was love, dear King,
Never was grief like Thine.
This is my friend,
In whose sweet praise
I all my days
Could gladly spend!
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