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 AS WE GATHER: The end of the church year 

 leads us one step further away from Christ's 

 coming in Bethlehem and one step closer to his 

 return in glory as King and Judge of all.  

 Without giving away either the day or the hour, 

Jesus gives an urgent call to watch and prepare for his coming 

again, lest we be caught unaware.  These words are not to 

frighten us but to help us. Expecting his return, God's people 

anticipate that return as we live the Christ-centred life that is 

ours through faith. 

 

Last Sunday of the Church Year 
 

SHARING OF PEACE:  
P: The peace of the Living Lord be with you always! 

C: And also with you. (Share the peace of Christ with those who 

        are next to you) 

 

HYMN:  Christ Sits at God's Right Hand  #564 V. 1,2,3 

 

1 Christ sits at God’s right hand, 

    His saving work complete, 

To reign till ev’ry foe will lie 

    Beneath His feet— 

All that the Father planned, 

    The Son sought to fulfill, 

When first He said, “Lord, here am I 

    To do Your will.” 

 

2 Christ was that priest God swore, 

    Uniquely First and Last, 

Who would in righteousness and love  

    Be unsurpassed: 

“A priest forevermore,” 
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    An oath God would not break, 

“A priest within the order of 

    Melchizedek.” 

 

3 Christ’s altar was the tree, 

    Where on the world’s behalf 

He shed a blood, unlike the blood 

    Of goat or calf, 

To seal God’s guarantee 

    Of grace that cannot fail; 

With blood He entered for our good 

    Behind the veil. 

 

AN ACT OF CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION: 
P: Out of the depths I cry to You, O Lord. 

C: O Lord, hear my voice. Let Your ears be attentive to my 

cry for mercy. 

 

P: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, 

C: O Lord, who could stand? 

 

P: Let us examine ourselves in silence, seeking God's grace 

that we may draw near to Him with repentance and faith. 
(A time of silence is observed) 

 

P: Father, we have done wrong. 

C: We have not kept watch for the coming of our Lord as 

He urged us to do. We have not cared when we should 

have loved. We have often been indifferent to the cries 

of need around us. We have been hesitant in our witness. 

We have allowed the cares of this world to overwhelm 

us, and we have not trusted in You as we ought. For the 

sake of Jesus Christ, forgive us, renew us, and make us 

watchful. 
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P: God has heard our prayer, and has already answered us. At 

the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I, a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, forgive you all your sins, in 

the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. Amen. 

Children of God, put your hope in the Lord, 

C: for with the Lord is unfailing love and with Him is full 

redemption. 
 

P: He Himself will redeem Israel 

C: from all their sins. 
 

P: To Him who is able to keep you from falling and to present 

you without blemish before the presence of His glory with 

rejoicing, to the only God, our Saviour through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before 

all time and now and for ever. 

C: Amen! 

 

HYMN  Christ Sits at God's Right Hand  #564 V. 4, 6 
 

4 What costly sacrifice 

    To cover human sin! 

Who but Christ Jesus had the right 

    To enter in? 

His blood, that sprinkled price, 

    So we might be assured 

That our inheritance in light 

    Has been secured. 

 

6 All praise to Christ we bring, 

    Our Lord who intercedes, 

Our great High Priest enthroned above 

    Who knows our needs; 

And to the Father sing 
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    Our songs of thankful praise, 

Who with the Spirit reigns in love 

    For endless days. 
 

© 2002 Stephen P. Starke. Used by permission: ccai, no. 660171. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray. Eternal God, merciful Father, You have 

appointed Your Son as Judge of the living and the dead. 

Enable us to wait for the day of His return with our eyes 

fixed on the kingdom prepared for Your own from the 

foundation of the world; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

FIRST LESSON: Ezekiel 34:11B16, 20B24 
 

11 “For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for 

my sheep and will seek them out. 12 As a shepherd seeks out his 

flock when he is among his sheep that have been scattered, so will 

I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where 

they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick 

darkness. 13 And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather 

them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land. 

And I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, 

and in all the inhabited places of the country. 14 I will feed them 

with good pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be 

their grazing land. There they shall lie down in good grazing land, 

and on rich pasture they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. 15 I 

myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make 

them lie down, declares the Lord GOD. 16 I will seek the lost, and 

I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I 
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will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I will 

destroy. I will feed them in justice. 
20 “Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: Behold, I, I myself 

will judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. 21 Because 

you push with side and shoulder, and thrust at all the weak with 

your horns, till you have scattered them abroad, 22 I will 

rescue my flock; they shall no longer be a prey. And I will judge 

between sheep and sheep. 23 And I will set up over them one 

shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed 

them and be their shepherd. 24 And I, the LORD, will be their God, 

and my servant David shall be prince among them. I am 

the LORD; I have spoken. 

 

P: This is the Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God 

 

SECOND LESSON: 1 Corinthians 15:20B28 

 
20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits 

of those who have fallen asleep. 21 For as by a man came death, by 

a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in 

Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 23 But each 

in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those 

who belong to Christ. 24 Then comes the end, when he 

delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every 

rule and every authority and power. 25 For he must reign until he 

has put all his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy to 

be destroyed is death. 27 For “God has put all things in subjection 

under his feet.” But when it says, “all things are put in 

subjection,” it is plain that he is excepted who put all things in 

subjection under him. 28 When all things are subjected to him, 

then the Son himself will also be subjected to him who put all 

things in subjection under him, that God may be all in all. 

 

P: This is the Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God 
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GOSPEL LESSON:  
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 25th chapter 

 C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

The reading of Matthew 25:31-46 

 
31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels 

with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. 32 Before him 

will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one 

from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 
33 And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the 

left. 34 Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you 

who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 

you from the foundation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and 

you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a 

stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you clothed 

me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came 

to me.’ 37 Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, 

when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you 

drink? 38 And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, 

or naked and clothe you? 39 And when did we see you sick or in 

prison and visit you?’ 40 And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, 

I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my 

brothers, you did it to me.’ 
41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you 

cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 
42 For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and 

you gave me no drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not 

welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison 

and you did not visit me.’ 44 Then they also will answer, saying, 

‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or 

naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?’ 45 Then 

he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did not 

do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46 And 

these will go away into eternal punishment, but the 

righteous into eternal life.” 
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P: This is the Gospel of the Lord 

C: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH: The Apostle=s Creed 
 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth. 
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 

buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again 

from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 

hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will 

come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resur-

rection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

HYMN:  Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us  #711 V.1-2 
 

1 Savior, like a shepherd lead us; 

    Much we need Your tender care. 

In Your pleasant pastures feed us, 

    For our use Your fold prepare. 

Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 

    You have bought us; we are Yours. 

Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 

    You have bought us; we are Yours. 

 

2 We are Yours; in love befriend us, 

  Be the guardian of our way; 

Keep Your flock, from sin defend us, 

    Seek us when we go astray. 

Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 
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    Hear us children when we pray. 

Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 

    Hear us children when we pray. 

 

SERMON:  "Blessed By The Heavenly Father"  

   St. Matthew 25:31-46 

 

HYMN:  Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us  #711 V.3-4  

 

3 You have promised to receive us, 

    Poor and sinful though we be; 

You have mercy to relieve us, 

    Grace to cleanse, and pow’r to free. 

Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 

    Early let us turn to You. 

Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 

    Early let us turn to You. 

 

4 Early let us seek Your favor, 

    Early let us do Your will; 

Blessèd Lord and only Savior, 

    With Your love our spirits fill. 

Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 

    You have loved us, love us still. 

Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 

    You have loved us, love us still. 
Public domain 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH: 
P: Lord Jesus Christ, blessed are You, the Judge who comes to 

set Your people free. Reign over us in Your abundant 

compassion and mercy. Hear our prayer, O Lord, and give 

ear to our cry; 

C: Come, Lord Jesus! 
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P: We thank You, O Lord Jesus, for giving us the end of 

another Church Year. While we long for Your final advent, 

we rejoice that You lengthen these last days so that many 

would hear of Your saving work and believe. Send Your 

Spirit on Your Church that we may use this precious gift of 

time by faithfully confessing You, the Saviour for all 

people. Hear our prayer, O Lord, and give ear to our cry; 

C: Come, Lord Jesus! 
 

P: Lord of Truth, defend all who are imprisoned and reviled 

because of Your name. Encourage all faithful missionaries 

and their families, in this land and throughout the world. 

Open their lips to proclaim You and Your powerful Word 

of forgiveness and life to all people. Hear our prayer, O 

Lord, and give ear to our cry; 

C: Come, Lord Jesus! 
 

P: King Jesus, Lord of the Church, continue to give us the gifts 

of pastors, teachers, and other church workers that Your 

kingdom of grace may flourish. Bless and preserve them 

that they faithfully serve Your Church and they follow Your 

will. Hear our prayer, O Lord, and give ear to our cry; 

C: Come, Lord Jesus! 
 

P: Lord Christ, Ruler over all things, look with mercy on this 

land, its government and all the nations of the world. 

Preserve us from war, bloodshed, and rebellion. Protect all 

pregnant mothers and their unborn children. Grant us, if it 

is Your will, good weather, and protect those caught in 

storms and cold. Hear our prayer, O Lord, and give ear to 

our cry; 

C: Come, Lord Jesus! 
 

P: Great Physician of body and soul, pour out the peace You 

won on those who have troubled hearts; those who are sick 
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or injured in body (including __ ). Father be with those 

whose cries come before You in any need. Visit and relieve 

them according to Your mercy. Hear our prayer, O Lord, 

and give ear to our cry; 

C: Come, Lord Jesus! 

 

(Special intercessions may be made. Each concludes:  

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.) 

 

P: Lord Jesus, as we long for Your final Advent, prepare those 

who commune this day to receive Your coming among us 

through Your body and blood, that they may meet You in 

repentance of their sinfulness and with joy in Your rescue. 

Hear our prayer, O Lord, and give ear to our cry; 

C: Come, Lord Jesus! 
 

P: Father, Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in Your mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

PREPARATION AND INSTITUTION OF HOLY 

COMMUNION: 
P: In His great love for us, God gave His only Son to save us 

from sin and death. The God of grace comes to us in His 

Word, through our Baptism, and in this Holy Supper to 

assure us of His grace, to strengthen us in our faith, and to 

make us partakers of the forgiveness and life we have in 

Christ. The God of peace will sanctify you wholly and keep 

your spirit, soul and body sound and blameless at the 

coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is 

faithful, and He will do it. 

 

C: Dearest Lord Jesus, You are the Christ, the Son of the 

living God. We praise You for the salvation You have 
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won for us through Your suffering, death, and resur-

rection, and for feeding us with Your holy body and 

blood in this sacred meal. Grant us hearts that are 

willing to follow You even as we call You >Lord.= We 

pray in Your holy name, for You live and reign with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be Thy name; 

 Thy Kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in 

 heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

 our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 

 us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

 evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

 glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION:  
 

THE DISTRIBUTION  
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT: 
P: O Lord, we give you thanks and praise for all your goodness 

to us. Especially we thank you for the forgiveness and 

strength you have given us in this Sacrament. Now, by your 

grace, send us out into the world with boldness, having been 

renewed and transformed once more by your Gospel. 

C: Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION: 
P: The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: Amen. 
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HYMN:  The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns #348  

                v.1,2,5 
 

1 The King shall come when morning dawns 

    And light triumphant breaks, 

When beauty gilds the eastern hills 

    And life to joy awakes. 

 

2 Not as of old a little child, 

    To bear and fight and die, 

But crowned with glory like the sun 

    That lights the morning sky. 

 

5 The King shall come when morning dawns 

    And light and beauty brings. 

Hail, Christ the Lord! Your people pray: 

    Come quickly, King of kings! 

 
Public domain 
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