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 AS WE GATHER: Today we remember the fellowship 

 of the saints below and the saints above, we are mindful 

 of God=s great blessings to us through the forgiveness 

and life that are ours in Christ. As the communion of saints, 

may we rejoice in all that our God has done for us, as we come 

together in the name of the Lord to encourage one another, 

build up one another, and reach out to the lost and dying world 

with the glorious message of the Gospel. 
 

   
 

    ALL SAINTS’ DAY 
 

 

 PREPARATION  

 

SHARING OF PEACE:  
P: The peace of the Living Lord be with you always! 

C: And also with you. (We share the peace of Christ with one 

another) 

 

OPENING HYMN “Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones” #670  
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Public domain 

 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy  

Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

WELCOME 

P: Today we are celebrating All Saints’ Day, on which we give 

thanks “for all the saints who from their labors rest,” those who 

have gone before us in faith. By definition, a saint is anyone 

looked on as holy by God, and we who have faith in Christ here 

on earth are already declared by God to be His saints. Indeed, He 
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calls us His children. Knowing the eternal “end of the story” gives 

us hope in our daily walk through life. That hope is summarized 

in today’s short Epistle. 

 

EPISTLE 1 John 3:1–3 (We are already God’s children.) 

 

3 See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should 

be called children of God; and so we are. The reason why the 

world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2 Beloved, we 

are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet 

appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, 

because we shall see him as he is. 3 And everyone who thus hopes 

in him purifies himself as he is pure. 

 

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P: Confident of salvation, let us confess our sins to our loving, 

heavenly Father. 

C: We confess that we have not lived as Your children, Father 

in heaven. In our thinking, speaking, and acting, we have not 

demonstrated to the people around us the kind of love You 

have shown us. Forgive us for these our sins. Open our eyes 

of faith that we may anticipate seeing You in the eternity that 

awaits us. Then move us toward purity of living that will give 

You the glory each day until You return. 
 

P: Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, we are God’s children 

now because of the hope God has poured into us. As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 WORD  
 

HYMN “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” #686v.1, 4 
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1 Come, Thou Fount of ev’ry blessing, 

        Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 

 Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 

        Call for songs of loudest praise. 

 While the hope of endless glory 

        Fills my heart with joy and love, 

 Teach me ever to adore Thee; 

        May I still Thy goodness prove. 

 

 4 Oh, that day when freed from sinning, 

        I shall see Thy lovely face; 

 Clothed then in the blood-washed linen, 

        How I’ll sing Thy wondrous grace! 

 Come, my Lord, no longer tarry; 

        Take my ransom’d soul away; 

 Send Thine angels soon to carry 

        Me to realms of endless day.       Public domain 
 

 

KYRIE 

P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

P: For heaven-sent peace and the hope of salvation, let us pray 

to the Lord. 

C: Christ, have mercy. 

 
P: For global peace and the Church’s growth in faith and hope, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

P: For this holy house and for all who here return thanks to God 

for the hope within them, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Christ, have mercy, now and forever. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
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P: Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, You knit together 

Your faithful people of all times and places into one holy 

communion, the mystical Body of Your Son, Jesus Christ. 

C: Grant us so to follow Your blessed saints in all virtuous 

and godly living that, together with them, we may come to the 

unspeakable joys You have prepared for those who love You; 

 

P: through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

HYMN: Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness #563v.1 

 

1 Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness 

  My beauty are, my glorious dress; 

Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed, 

  With joy shall I lift up my head. 

 

FIRST READING Revelation 7:9–17 (Saints around God’s 

throne know eternal salvation after having endured persecution.) 

 
9 After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one 

could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and 

languages, standing before the throne and before the 

Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their 

hands, 10 and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to 

our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 11 And all the 

angels were standing around the throne and around the elders 

and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before 

the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying, “Amen! Blessing and 

glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and 

might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 
13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are 

these, clothed in white robes, and from where have they 

come?” 14 I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, 

“These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They 

have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the 



6 
 

Lamb. 15 “Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve 

him day and night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will 

shelter them with his presence. 16 They shall hunger no more, 

neither thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any 

scorching heat. 17 For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be 

their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of living water, 

and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

 

L: This is the Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

HYMN: Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness #563v.2 

 

2    Bold shall I stand in that great day, 

      Cleansed and redeemed, no debt to pay; 

    Fully absolved through these I am 

      From sin and fear, from guilt and shame. 
 

Public domain 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 5:1–12 (Jesus’ followers are 

blessed now because of His sure promises.) 

 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 

C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

P: Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up on the mountain, and when 

He sat down, His disciples came to Him. And He opened His 

mouth and taught them, saying: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, 

C: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 

P: Blessed are those who mourn, 

C: for they shall be comforted.   

 

P: Blessed are the meek, 

C: for they shall inherit the earth. 

 

P: Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
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C: for they shall be satisfied.  

 

P: Blessed are the merciful, 

C: for they shall receive mercy.    

 

P: Blessed are the pure in heart, 

C: for they shall see God. 
 

P: Blessed are the peacemakers, 

C: for they shall be called sons of God. 

 

P: Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, 

C: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 

P: Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and  

utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on My account. Rejoice 

and be glad, 

C: for your reward is great in heaven, 

 

P: for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostle=s Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 

buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose 

again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at 

the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence 

He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY “What Wondrous Love Is This” 543v.1,2  

 

1 What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

    What wondrous love is this 

    That caused the Lord of bliss 

To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 

To bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 

 

2 When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking 

down, When I was sinking down, sinking down, 

    When I was sinking down 

    Beneath God’s righteous frown, 

Christ laid aside His crown for my soul, for my soul, 

Christ laid aside His crown for my soul. 

 
Public domain 

 

SERMON    “The Cross Comes Before the Glory”  

   Matthew 5:1-12 

 

HYMN:   What Wondrous Love Is This”    #543v.3,4 

 

3 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; 

To God and to the Lamb I will sing; 

    To God and to the Lamb, 

    Who is the great I AM, 

While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, 

While millions join the theme, I will sing. 

 

4 And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing 

on; 

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on. 

    And when from death I’m free, 

    I’ll sing His love for me, 

And through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on, 

And through eternity I’ll sing on. 
               Public domain 
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COMMEMORATION OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED: 
P: AI heard a voice from heaven saying, >Write: >Blessed are the 

dead who die in the Lord henceforth.= >Blessed indeed,= says 

the Spirit, >that they rest from their labours, for their deeds 

follow them.=@ (Rev. 14:13) 

It is the custom of the Church on this day to remember with 

thanksgiving those who have gone before us with the sign of 

faith, for they were created by God to offer Him praise and 

thanksgiving forever, and He gave them new life through His 

Son in Holy Baptism, and nourished them in the company of 

His people at His holy table, and in His mercy has summoned 

them to His nearer presence so that they may continue in joyful 

service of Him forever.  
 
(We remember those members who have passed away since last 

All Saints= Day) 

 

Dieter G., Betty M., Sophie W., Imogen S., Earl W., Arnold W. 

Ryan R. 
 
P: In joyful expectation of the resurrection to life, we remember 

before You, O Lord, all our departed family and friends who 

have gone before us in faith. We offer thanksgiving for the gift 

of faith and hold fast to the certainty of Your promises. We 

remember:  (Now are read those names submitted by members 

of the congregation) 
 
P: ... also we remember those who are in our hearts and minds 

this day. (pause) 

Let us pray. Gracious Father in Jesus Christ, we remember 

with thanksgiving before You all those who rejoice with us, 

but upon another shore, and in a greater light, that multitude 

which no man can number, whose hope was the Word made 

flesh, and with whom in the Lord Jesus we are one 

forevermore. 
 

Lord, remember Your Church throughout the world; make all 

its members grow in love for You and for one another. As You 

have received our brothers and sisters who have gone to their 
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rest in the hope of the resurrection to eternal life, bring us at 

last with them into the light of Your presence, that in union 

with all Your saints, we may laud and magnify Your name 

forever, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

C: Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH: 
P: Mighty and eternal God, we remember before You the saints 

and martyrs of every generation, who trusted in You in the face 

of terror and threat. Grant that when facing persecution and trial 

in our own day, we may be steadfast in faith. Deliver those whom 

You have washed in Baptism, granting the new life that death 

cannot overcome. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 

 

P: Mighty and eternal God, You established the Church and have 

granted her Your aid and protection through these many years. 

Continue to pour out upon us Your Spirit and grace, that we may 

accomplish Your bidding and proclaim Your saving name to 

every corner of the earth. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 

 

P: Mighty and eternal God, we beg Your grace that our lives may 

be ordered by Your commands, and we ask You to bless those 

who govern us in Your name. Bless the leaders of this nation, the 

Parliament, and all local officials, that pursuing the path of justice 

they may act with humility and honor for the good of all people. 

Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 

 

P: Mighty and eternal God, You have made us Your children, and 

You continue to guard us as Your own possession. According to 

Your will, give healing to the sick, calm to the troubled in mind, 

and patience to those facing sorrow and struggle. Give health and 

peace to our nation. Hear us especially on behalf of 

_____________. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
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P: Mighty and eternal God, we are unworthy of all Your blessings 

and do not deserve the mercies new every morning of our earthly 

lives. Give us the will and desire to care responsibly for all that 

You have entrusted to us and to be generous with those in need 

and for the support of Your Church and the work of Your 

Kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 

 

[Other petitions are offered as needed] 

 

P: Mighty and eternal God, bring us to that day when every tear 

shall be wiped from our eyes and we shall hunger and thirst no 

more. Knowing You now by faith, we yearn for the day when we 

shall know You face to face. Until the dawn of that eternal day, 

keep us in Your faith and fear through our Good Shepherd and 

Lord, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and hear us as we bring 

all our petitions before you and pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be Thy name; 

Thy Kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION  
P: May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 

believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound 

in hope. Romans 15:13 

 

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ; and the love of God; and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: Amen and amen! 
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HYMN  “O Little Flock, Fear Not the Foe” #666  

 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 

 

DISMISSAL 

 

P: Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God! 
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