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AS WE GATHER: When the Israelites were encamped by Mount          
Sinai, just out of slavery in Egypt and far from the Promised Land,             
God wisely gave them the Ten Commandments. They are engraved          
in our historic churches and capitol buildings. Their perfect         
demands require a Savior for us. Jesus was so jealous for God’s            
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Law that He cleansed the temple before cleansing us of our sin by             
giving the temple of His body. In His wisdom, God did what we             
could not: He kept His own Law for us and then chose us to be the                
Body of Christ today. None of us has kept the commandments; we            
and our spiritual ancestors reflect our weaknesses in faith and          
action. But in the process, God’s wisdom shows forth: When we           
are weak, He is strong. Today is a day to boast about God’s grace              
and His Son, Christ crucified, the power and wisdom of God. 
 

 PREPARATION  
 
INVOCATION 
 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S SONG         “God Loves Me Dearly”              #392 
 

1 God loves me dearly, 
Grants me salvation, 
God loves me dearly, 
Loves even me. Refrain 

 
ref Therefore I’ll say again:  

God loves me dearly, 
God loves me dearly,  
Loves even me. 

 
2 I was in slav’ry,  

Sin, death, and darkness; 
God’s love was working 
To make me free. Refrain 

3 He sent forth Jesus, 
My dear Redeemer, 
He sent forth Jesus 
And set me free. Refrain 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
 
HYMN “To Your Temple, Lord, I Come”           #981 v. 1-4 
 

1 To Your temple, Lord, I come, 
For it is my worship home. 
This earth has no better place, 
Here I see my Savior’s face. 

 
2 I through Him am reconciled, 

I through Him become Your child. 
Abba, Father, give me grace 
In Your courts Your love to trace. 

 
3 While Your glorious praise is sung, 

Touch my lips, unloose my tongue 
That my joyful soul may bless 
Christ the Lord, my righteousness. 

 
4 While the prayers of saints ascend, 

God of love, to mine attend. 
Hear me, for Your Spirit pleads; 
Hear, for Jesus intercedes. 
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PSALM Psalm 19:1–6 
 
Pastor: The heavens declare the glory of God, 
People: and the sky above proclaims His handiwork. 
 
Pastor: Day to day pours out speech, 
People: and night to night reveals knowledge. 
 
Pastor: There is no speech, nor are there words, whose         

voice is   not heard. 
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People: Their measuring line goes out through all the        
earth, and their words to the end of the world. 

 
Pastor: In them He has set a tent for the sun, 
People: which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his        

chamber, and, like a strong man, runs its course         
with joy. 

 
Pastor: Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its           

circuit to the end of them, 
People: and there is nothing hidden from its heat. 
 
Pastor: The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; 
People: the testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise         

the simple; 
 
Pastor: the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the         

heart; 
People: the commandment of the Lord is pure,       

enlightening the eyes; 
 
Pastor: the fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever; 
People: the just decrees of the Lord are true, and         

righteous altogether. 
 
Pastor: More to be desired are they than gold, even much          

fine gold; 
People: sweeter also than honey and drippings of the        

honeycomb. 
 
Pastor: Moreover, by them is Your servant warned; 
People: in keeping them there is great reward. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 19:12–14 
Pastor: When we use the Ten Commandments and other        

parts of the moral code as a mirror, we see that we            
have fallen from the perfection of God’s good        
creation and His perfect Law. Who can discern his         
errors? 
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People: Declare me innocent from hidden faults. 
 
Pastor: Keep back Your servant also from presumptuous       

sins; 
People: let them not have dominion over me! 
 
Pastor: Our gracious Lord has promised full and free        

forgiveness to all who call out to our heavenly         
Father in His name. Let us therefore confess our         
sins to God, our heavenly Father. 

People: O God, we confess that we have sinned against         
You and one another in our thinking, speaking,        
and acting. Worse, in our fallen nature, we are         
sinful and unclean, and in the eyes of many we          
are weak, lowly people. But because You have        
graciously chosen us and worked faith in our        
hearts, we humbly ask for mercy for the sake of          
our Lord Jesus Christ. Forgive, renew, and lead        
us in paths of righteousness. 

 
Pastor: The foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the          

weakness of God is stronger than men. We preach         
Christ crucified, and for us the word of the cross is           
the power of God. As a called and ordained servant          
of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive         
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of            
the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. Thanks be to God. 
 
Pastor: Then I shall be blameless, and innocent of great         

transgression. 
People: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of          

my heart be acceptable in Your sight, O Lord,         
my rock and my redeemer. 

 
 WORD  

 
HYMN          “Lord, Help Us Ever to Retain”   #865  
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1 Lord, help us ever to retain 

The Catechism’s doctrine plain 
    As Luther taught the Word of truth 
    In simple style to tender youth. 
 

2 Help us Your holy Law to learn, 
To mourn our sin and from it turn 
    In faith to You and to Your Son 
    And Holy Spirit, Three in One. 
 

3 Hear us, dear Father, when we pray 
For needed help from day to day 
    That as Your children we may live, 
    Whom You baptized and so received. 
 

4 Lord, when we fall or go astray, 
Absolve and lift us up, we pray; 
    And through the Sacrament increase 
    Our faith till we depart in peace. 
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KYRIE 
 
Pastor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Pastor: For the peace of God’s whole creation, for the         

well-being of all whom He has chosen to preach         
Christ crucified, and for the unity of all, let us pray           
to the  
Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Pastor: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their           

thanks for the blessings that flow from the cross of          
Christ, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
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Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 
SALUTATION 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. O God, whose glory it is always to           

have mercy, 
People: be gracious to all who have gone astray from         

Your ways and bring them again with penitent        
hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold        
fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word; 

 

Pastor: through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives         
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,          
now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Exodus 20:1–17 (The Ten       
Commandments) 
 

And God spoke all these words, saying, “I am the LORD           
your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of             
the house of slavery. “You shall have no other gods before           
me. “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or           
any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is            
in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.             
You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the             
LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of           
the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth           
generation of those who hate me, but showing steadfast         
love to thousands of those who love me and keep my           
commandments. “You shall not take the name of the LORD          
your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him guiltless            
who takes his name in vain. “Remember the Sabbath day,          
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to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor, and do all your             
work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your            
God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or              
your daughter, your male servant, or your female servant,         
or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates.           
For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea,            
and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day.           
Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it          
holy. “Honor your father and your mother, that your days          
may be long in the land that the LORD your God is giving             
you. “You shall not murder. “You shall not commit         
adultery. “You shall not steal. “You shall not bear false          
witness against your neighbor. “You shall not covet your         
neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife,         
or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his             
donkey, or anything that is your neighbor’s.” 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

GRADUAL Hebrews 12:2 
 

Pastor: O come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, 
the founder and perfecter of our faith, 

who for the joy that was set before Him endured the 
cross, despising the shame, 
and is seated at the right hand of the throne of 
God. 

 
EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 1:18–31 (The foolish wisdom of       
God) 
 

For the word of the cross is folly to those who are            
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the           
power of God. For it is written, “I will destroy the           
wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the         
discerning I will thwart.” Where is the one who is          
wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of          
this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of          
the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the          
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world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased         
God through the folly of what we preach to save          
those who believe. For Jews demand signs and        
Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach Christ       
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to         
Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews and          
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of          
God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than men,          
and the weakness of God is stronger than men. For          
consider your calling, brothers: not many of you        
were wise according to worldly standards, not many        
were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But         
God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the           
wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame           
the strong; God chose what is low and despised in          
the world, even things that are not, to bring to          
nothing things that are, so that no human being         
might boast in the presence of God. He is the source           
of your life in Christ Jesus, whom God made our          
wisdom and our righteousness and sanctification      
and redemption. Therefore, as it is written, “Let the         
one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
VERSE John 2:19 
 
Pastor: Destroy this temple, 
People: and in three days I will raise it up. 
HOLY GOSPEL John 2:13–22  
 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the second         

chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus          
went up to Jerusalem. In the temple he found those          
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who were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and         
the money-changers sitting there. And making a       
whip of cords, he drove them all out of the temple,           
with the sheep and oxen. And he poured out the          
coins of the money-changers and overturned their       
tables. And he told those who sold the pigeons,         
“Take these things away; do not make my Father’s         
house a house of trade.” His disciples remembered        
that it was written, “Zeal for your house will         
consume me.” So the Jews said to him, “What sign          
do you show us for doing these things?” Jesus         
answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three        
days I will raise it up.” The Jews then said, “It has            
taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will         
you raise it up in three days?” But he was speaking           
about the temple of his body. When therefore he         
was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered        
that he had said this, and they believed the Scripture          
and the word that Jesus had spoken. 

 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY “Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My           
Ways”   #707 
 

1 Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways 
   To keep His statutes still! 
Oh, that my God would grant me grace 
    To know and do His will! 

 
2 Order my footsteps by Thy Word 

    And make my heart sincere; 
Let sin have no dominion, Lord, 
    But keep my conscience clear. 
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3 Assist my soul, too apt to stray, 
    A stricter watch to keep; 
And should I e’er forget Thy way, 
    Restore Thy wand’ring sheep. 

 
4 Make me to walk in Thy commands— 

    ’Tis a delightful road— 
Nor let my head or heart or hands 
    Offend against my God.  
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SERMON “Jesus’ Actions Drive Us to Come Back”  
John 2:13-22 

 
CREED Apostles Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 The third day He rose again from the 
dead. 
 He ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy Christian Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
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 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life (+) everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
Pastor: Let us pray for the Church here and around the          

world and for people everywhere in their various        
circumstances. 
Lord over all, we give thanks that the heavens         
declare Your glory. And we pray Your blessings on         
all who seek ways to use the resources of Your          
good creation to feed the hungry, heal the sick, and          
shelter the homeless. Guide them toward bountiful       
harvests and life-saving technologies. Lord, in Your       
mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: O Lord, who brought Your people Israel out of         

slavery in Egypt, hear the prayer of those who long          
for freedom from oppressive regimes, false      
imprisonment, poverty, and social discrimination.     
Awaken a desire for peace, justice, and human        
dignity in the citizens and leaders of the nations.         
Give them compassionate eyes so that they may        
seek to help one another, relieving hunger and        
despair with loving and sharing actions. Guide and        
protect armed forces deployed and those who work        
for peace and security in our local communities.        
Open our eyes to the vocation we have as people of           
faith each day. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: Wise and loving heavenly Father, who chose those        

whom the world considered foolish, weak, lowly,       
and despised to be joined in the Body of Christ,          
give us Your strength and wisdom. Open doors of         
opportunity for the Church to preach Christ       
crucified and risen no matter the form of opposition         
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they encounter, so that many will come to faith.         
Strengthen clergy and lay leaders to focus not on         
institutions or statistics but on the righteousness,       
sanctification, and redemption our Savior won in       
His gracious sacrifice for us in grace and love.         
Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

(additional local prayers may be offered here) 
 
Pastor: We ask Your gracious answers to the prayers of         

those near and dear to us, [including . . .]. Visit,        
relieve, console, and uplift them according to Your        
plans, using us where possible as part of the answer          
to their petitions. These and any other things You         
would have us ask of You, heavenly Father, grant to          
us for the sake of the bitter sufferings and death of           
Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 
 
People: Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those  
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 

13 
 



 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be          
gracious to you.  
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you          
peace. 

People: Amen. 
 
HYMN “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”                    #427 
 

1 In the cross of Christ I glory, 
    Tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time. 
All the light of sacred story 
    Gathers round its head sublime. 

 
2 When the woes of life o’ertake me, 

    Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 
Never shall the cross forsake me; 
    Lo, it glows with peace and joy. 

 
3 When the sun of bliss is beaming 

    Light and love upon my way, 
From the cross the radiance streaming 
    Adds more luster to the day. 

 
4 Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure 

    By the cross are sanctified; 
Peace is there that knows no measure, 
    Joys that through all time abide. 

 
Public domain 

 
DISMISSAL 
 

Pastor: Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 

+     +     + 
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