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     The whole life of the Christian is one of continual 
     repentance, as Jesus proclaimed, “Repent, for the 
     kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 4:17). Since 
     all Christians can and do sin after Baptism, all must 
     live in repentance, that is, having sorrow and terror 
     over their sins and receiving and trusting the Gospel’s 
word of absolution, namely that Christ has obtained forgiveness of 
sins and restores life with God. 

 
Order of Worship 

 
SHARING OF PEACE: We greet one another with the peace of Christ. 
 
OPENING HYMN:  Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service #848 
 

1 Lord, whose love through humble service 
    Bore the weight of human need, 
Who upon the cross, forsaken, 
    Offered mercy’s perfect deed, 
We, Your servants, bring the worship 
    Not of voice alone, but heart, 
Consecrating to Your purpose 
    Ev’ry gift that You impart. 

 
2 Still Your children wander homeless; 

    Still the hungry cry for bread; 
Still the captives long for freedom; 
    Still in grief we mourn our dead. 
As, O Lord, Your deep compassion 
    Healed the sick and freed the soul, 
Use the love Your Spirit kindles 
    Still to save and make us whole. 

 
3 As we worship, grant us vision, 

    Till Your love’s revealing light 
In its height and depth and greatness, 
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    Dawns upon our quickened sight, 
Making known the needs and burdens 
    Your compassion bids us bear, 
Stirring us to tireless striving, 
    Your abundant life to share. 

 
4 Called by worship to Your service, 

    Forth in Your dear name we go, 
To the child, the youth, the aged, 
    Love in living deeds to show; 
Hope and health, goodwill and comfort, 
    Counsel, aid, and peace we give, 
That Your servants, Lord, in freedom 
    May Your mercy know and live. 
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THE INVOCATION: 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
CONFESSION OF SINS AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
P: Our heavenly Father has made us, redeemed us by His Son, and 

called us to faith by His Spirit that we might be His children. As 
members of the family, God has asked us to work in the family 
vineyard and to live as befits a family member. Yet as we look at our 
hearts, we must confess we have not always been faithful to our 
Father. Gracious Father 

C: You have asked me to work and obey. But by my behaviour, I 
have grieved Your heart and brought dishonour to You and to 
our family, the Church. I have often failed even when I gave You 
my words of cooperation and commitment. Forgive me for the 
sake of Your perfect, obedient Son, Jesus Christ. Enable me by 
Your Spirit to be more like Jesus each day, that by the example 
of His humility, I might also say yes to Your commands with my 
words and my deeds. 

 



 

3 

 

P: God's love is greater than any child could imagine. This love extends 
to you in spite of any weakness or past rebellion. This love was made 
known for you and for all who sorrow over their sin at the cross.  

 As a called and ordained servant of the Word, speaking in the name 
and by the command of the obedient Son, Jesus Christ, who suffered 
and died for us all, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. Thanks be to God. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
P: Let us pray: Almighty God, You exalted Your Son to the place of all 

honour and authority. Enlighten our minds by Your Holy Spirit that, 
confessing Jesus as Lord, we may be led into all truth; through the 
same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

FIRST LESSON:  Ezekiel 18:1B4, 25B32 
 
18 The word of the LORD came to me: 2 “What do you mean by 
repeating this proverb concerning the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have 
eaten sour grapes, and the children's teeth are set on edge’? 3 As I live, 
declares the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in 
Israel. 4 Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the father as well as the 
soul of the son is mine: the soul who sins shall die. 

25 “Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear now, O house of 
Israel: Is my way not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? 26 When 
a righteous person turns away from his righteousness and does injustice, 
he shall die for it; for the injustice that he has done he shall 
die. 27 Again, when a wicked person turns away from the wickedness he 
has committed and does what is just and right, he shall save his 
life. 28 Because he considered and turned away from all the 
transgressions that he had committed, he shall surely live; he shall not 
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die. 29 Yet the house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ O 
house of Israel, are my ways not just? Is it not your ways that are not 
just? 

30 “Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to 
his ways, declares the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your 
transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin. 31 Cast away from you all the 
transgressions that you have committed, and make yourselves a new 
heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32 For I have 
no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Lord GOD; so turn, and 
live.” 

P: This is the Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God 
 

EPISTLE LESSON:  Philippians 2:1B4, 14-18 
 
2 So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love,  
any participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2 complete 
my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full 
accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, 
but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. 4 Let each 
of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of 
others. 
14 Do all things without grumbling or disputing, 15 that you may be 
blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst 
of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in 
the world, 16 holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I 
may be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. 17 Even if I am to 
be poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, 
I am glad and rejoice with you all. 18 Likewise you also should be glad 
and rejoice with me. 
 
P: This is the Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God 
 

GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 21:28B32 
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P: The Holy Gospel, according to St. Matthew, the 21st chapter 
C: Glory to You, O Lord 
 

28 “What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first and 
said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29 And he answered, ‘I 
will not,’ but afterward he changed his mind and went. 30 And he went to 
the other son and said the same. And he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but did not 
go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” 
Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before you. 32 For John came to 
you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes believed him. And even when you saw it, 
you did not afterward change your minds and believe him.  
 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

CONFESSION OF FAITH: The Apostles= Creed 
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
HYMN:  What Wondrous Love Is This  #543 
 
1 What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
    What wondrous love is this 
    That caused the Lord of bliss 
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To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 

 
2 When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, 

When I was sinking down, sinking down, 
    When I was sinking down 
    Beneath God’s righteous frown, 
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul, for my soul, 
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul. 

 
3 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; 

To God and to the Lamb I will sing; 
    To God and to the Lamb, 
    Who is the great I AM, 
While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, 
While millions join the theme, I will sing. 

 
4 And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; 

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on. 
    And when from death I’m free, 
    I’ll sing His love for me, 
And through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on, 
And through eternity I’ll sing on. 

 
Public domain 

 
SERMON:  We Need Not fear Repentance – Matthew 21:28-32 
 
OFFERING HYMN:  All Christians Who Have Been Baptized  #596 

 
1 All Christians who have been baptized, 

    Who know the God of heaven, 
And in whose daily life is prized 
    The name of Christ once given: 
Consider now what God has done, 
The gifts He gives to ev’ryone 
    Baptized into Christ Jesus! 
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2 You were before your day of birth, 
    Indeed, from your conception,  
Condemned and lost with all the earth, 
    None good, without exception.  
For like your parents’ flesh and blood, 
Turned inward from the highest good, 
    You constantly denied Him. 

 
5 O Christian, firmly hold this gift  

    And give God thanks forever! 
It gives the power to uplift 
    In all that you endeavor. 
When nothing else revives your soul, 
Your Baptism stands and makes you whole 
    And then in death completes you. 

 
6 So use it well! You are made new— 

    In Christ a new creation! 
As faithful Christians, live and do 
    Within your own vocation, 
Until that day when you possess  
His glorious robe of righteousness 
    Bestowed on you forever! 
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PRAYERS: 
P: Gathered in the name of Jesus and assured of His promised 

presence, let us call on our heavenly Father for ourselves, for our 
brothers and sisters in Christ throughout the world, and for all people. 
Gracious Lord, for all the blessings that You have granted to this 
congregation, we give You thanks. Let Your Word guide and direct 
all our doings as we work together for Your kingdom and as we carry 
out our vocations in this community. Help us to teach the faith to the 
young, to bind up the wounds of those who suffer, and to reach out 
to those who are lost. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
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P: Heavenly Father, direct the leaders of this world to use the wisdom 
and skill You have given them for the good of all people. Keep them 
from being corrupted by power, and grant that they rightly use their 
authority so that all nations may live in peace. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: Merciful Lord, sustain all fathers, mothers, and children; husbands 

and wives; friends and neighbours; labourers and employers; 
teachers and students. Enable us all to serve in godly vocations, that 
delighting in the Lord's loving-kindness, we may joyfully serve our 
neighbours with good works. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: Gracious Lord, be a rock of refuge and a strong tower to all those in 

every need. Defend the widow, the orphan, and the unborn. Shelter 
the hungry, the homeless, and the unemployed. Protect all who 
travel. Give healing to the sick (especially_____), comfort to those 
who mourn (especially ____), and pour out your peace on the lonely 
and shut-in of our congregation, that they may know the depth of Your 
love. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: Gracious God, in Your Holy Supper You give us a foretaste of the 

feast to come as You bestow on us Your immeasurable gifts of 
forgiveness, life, and salvation. By Your Word and Spirit unite in true 
faith those who receive Your Son's body and blood this day that they 
may proclaim Christ's death until He comes. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
Other petitions are offered 
 
P: For all these and whatever other things You would have us ask, 

heavenly Father, we pray for the sake of Jesus Christ, Your only Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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PRAYER BEFORE COMMUNION: 
P: Lord of heaven and earth, we praise and thank You for Your mercy 

to those You created, sending Your only-begotten Son into our flesh 
to bear our sin and be our Saviour. With repentant joy, we receive 
the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His 
body and blood on the cross. 

C: Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg 
You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your 
Word and Spirit.  Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink 
His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Hear us as 
we pray in His name and as He taught us. 

 
LORD'S PRAYER: 
Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be Thy name; Thy 
Kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD   Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 

22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took      
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. 
This do in remembrance of Me.” 

                      
 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup 
is the new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
Me.” 
 
PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
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P:  As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the 
     Lord’s death until He comes.  1 Corinthians 11:26 
C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.   Revelation 22:20 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION: (Pilgrimage style) 

 

THE POST-COMMUNION COLLECT: 
P: Let us pray. 
C: Almighty and ever-living God, we thank You for having fed us 

with the body and blood of our Saviour Jesus Christ, assuring 
us thereby that we are truly members of His body, the church. 
And we ask You to help us by Your Holy Spirit that we may 
continue in this fellowship and do the good works which You 
desire us to do; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, to 
whom, with You and the same Spirit, be all honour and glory, 
forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION: 
P: Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord 

Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the 
everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do His 
will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in His sight, through 
Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever.  

C: Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN:  Herald, Sound the Note of Judgment  #511 
 

1 Herald, sound the note of judgment, 
    Warning us of right and wrong, 
Turning us from sin and sadness 
    Till once more we sing the song. 

 
ref Sound the trumpet! 

Tell the message: 
Christ, the Savior king, is come! 
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2 Herald, sound the note of gladness; 
    Tell the news that Christ is here; 
Make a pathway through the desert 
    For the one who brings God near.  Refrain 

 
3 Herald, sound the note of pardon— 

    Those repenting are forgiv’n; 
God receives His wayward children, 
    And to them new life is giv’n.  Refrain 

 
4 Herald, sound the note of triumph; 

    Christ has come to share our life, 
Bringing God’s own love and power, 
    Granting vict’ry in our strife.  Refrain 
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Nada 




