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AS WE GATHER: Forgiveness is a gift to be 
received and then shared.  It is like a book given to 
us by a friend.  We read it and then pass it on to 
another.  Forgiveness touches the heart and 
changes the heart so that the forgiven can forgive.  

Today's worship celebrates God's forgiveness in Christ and the 
motivating force behind our forgiveness of others. 
 

+  +  + 
 
 

OUR WORSHIP TODAY 
 
SHARING OF PEACE:  We greet each other with the peace of Christ. 
 
THE OPENING HYMN:  Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee     #803 
 
1 Joyful, joyful we adore Thee, 

    God of glory, Lord of love! 
Hearts unfold like flow’rs before Thee, 
    Praising Thee, their sun above. 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, 
    Drive the gloom of doubt away. 
Giver of immortal gladness, 
    Fill us with the light of day. 
 

2 All Thy works with joy surround Thee, 
    Earth and heav’n reflect Thy rays, 
Stars and angels sing around Thee, 
    Center of unbroken praise. 
Field and forest, vale and mountain, 
    Flow’ry meadow, flashing sea, 
Chanting bird, and flowing fountain 
    Call us to rejoice in Thee. 
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3 Thou art giving and forgiving, 
    Ever blessing, ever blest, 
Wellspring of the joy of living, 
    Ocean-depth of happy rest! 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
    Fountainhead of love divine: 
Joyful, we Thy heav’n inherit! 
    Joyful, we by grace are Thine! 
       
Public domain 
 

INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father, and the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION: 
P: The Lord is gracious and righteous; our God is full of compassion. 
C: We approach our God, confident of His grace and anticipating 

His forgiveness. 
 
P: My brothers and sisters in Christ, let us confess our sins. 
C: O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, 

confess to you all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 
offended you and justly deserved your punishment now and 
forever. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 
them, and I pray you of your boundless mercy and for the sake 
of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor 
sinful being.  Forgive me all my sins and grant me the power of 
your Holy Spirit that I may amend my sinful life. 

 
P: God in Christ has forgiven you all your sins. As His called and 

ordained servant, I assure you of that forgiveness today in His name 
and by His command. May this assurance move you to forgive others 
as you have been forgiven. 

C: Amen. 
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PSALMODY: Psalm 103:1-13  (Read responsively.) 
P: The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding 

in steadfast love. 
C: Praise the Lord, O my soul; all my inmost being, praise His holy 

name. Praise the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits. 
 
P: The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding 

in steadfast love. 
C:  He forgives all my sins and heals all my diseases. He redeems 
 my life from the pit and crowns me with love and compassion. 
 
P: The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding 

in steadfast love. 
C:  He satisfies my desires with good things, so that my youth is  
 renewed like the eagle's. The Lord works righteousness and  
 justice for all the oppressed.  He made known His ways to 
 Moses, His deeds to the people of Israel: 
 
P: The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding 

in steadfast love. 
C:  He will not always accuse, nor will He harbor His anger 
 forever; He does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us 
 according to our iniquities.  
 
P: The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding 

in steadfast love. 
C: For as far as the east is from the west so far has He removed 
 our transgressions from us. As a father has compassion on 
 his children, so the Lord has compassion on those who fear 
 Him.  
 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
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P: Let us pray: 
 O God, without whose blessing we are not able to please you, 

mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and 
govern our hearts; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
FIRST LESSON:  Genesis 50:15-21 
 
15 When Joseph's brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It 
may be that Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we 
did to him.” 16 So they sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father 
gave this command before he died: 17 ‘Say to Joseph, “Please forgive 
the transgression of your brothers and their sin, because they did evil to 
you.”’ And now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the 
God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18 His brothers 
also came and fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your 
servants.” 19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place 
of God? 20 As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for 
good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they 
are today. 21 So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.” 
Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to them. 
 
L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND LESSON:  Romans 14:1-12 

Do Not Pass Judgment on One Another 

14 As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel 
over opinions. 2 One person believes he may eat anything, while the 
weak person eats only vegetables. 3 Let not the one who eats despise 
the one who abstains, and let not the one who abstains pass judgment 
on the one who eats, for God has welcomed him. 4 Who are you to pass 
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judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own master that he 
stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him 
stand. 

5 One person esteems one day as better than another, while another 
esteems all days alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own 
mind. 6 The one who observes the day, observes it in honor of the Lord. 
The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to 
God, while the one who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and gives 
thanks to God. 7 For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to 
himself. 8 For if we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the 
Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord's. 9 For 
to this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the 
dead and of the living. 

10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you 
despise your brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of 
God; 11 for it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to 
me, and every tongue shall confess to God.”  12 So then each of us will 
give an account of himself to God. 

L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL LESSON:  Matthew 18:21-35 
 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 18th chapter 
C: Glory to You, O Lord! 

The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant 

21 Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother 
sin against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus 
said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven times. 

23 “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who  
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wished to settle accounts with his servants. 24 When he began to settle, 
one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. 25 And since 
he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife 
and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26 So the 
servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I 
will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the master of that 
servant released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But when that same 
servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a 
hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay 
what you owe.’ 29 So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, 
‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30 He refused and went and 
put him in prison until he should pay the debt.  

31 When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly 
distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that had taken 
place. 32 Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked 
servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 And 
should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy 
on you?’ 34 And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he 
should pay all his debt. 35 So also my heavenly Father will do to every 
one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.” 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to You, O Lord. 
 
THE APOSTLE'S CREED:  (all) 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  
The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From 
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 



7 

 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
SERMON HYMN:  I Leave All Things to God's Direction    #719 
 
1 I leave all things to God’s direction; 

    He loves me both in joy and woe. 
His will is good, sure His affection; 
    His tender love is true, I know. 
My fortress and my rock is He: 
What pleases God, that pleases me. 
 

2 God knows what must be done to save me; 
    His love for me will never cease. 
Upon His hands He did engrave me 
    With purest gold of loving grace. 
His will supreme must ever be: 
What pleases God, that pleases me. 
 

3 My God desires the soul’s salvation; 
    My soul He, too, desires to save. 
Therefore with Christian resignation 
    All earthly troubles I will brave. 
His will be done eternally: 
What pleases God, that pleases me. 
 
 

4 My God has all things in His keeping; 
    He is the ever faithful friend. 
He gives me laughter after weeping, 
    And all His ways in blessings end. 
His love endures eternally: 
What pleases God, that pleases me. 
 
Public domain 
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SERMON:    AChrist Moves Us to Forgive others@ - Matthew 18:21-35 
 

 THE OFFERING:  (Please, put your offering in the plate which is at 
        the entrance of the church.) 

 
OFFERING HYMN:       Praise to You and Adoration  #692 
 
1 Praise to You and adoration, 

    Blessèd Jesus, Son of God, 
Who, to serve Your own creation, 
    Came to share our flesh and blood. 
Guide me that I never may 
From Your fold or pastures stray, 
    But with zeal and joy exceeding 
    Follow where Your steps are leading. 
 

2 Hold me ever in Your keeping; 
    Comfort me in pain and strife. 
In my laughter and my weeping 
    Be with me throughout my life. 
Give me greater love for You, 
And my faith and hope renew 
    In Your birth, Your life, and passion, 
    In Your death and resurrection. 
 
Public domain 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH: 
P: Let us pray for all who are God's people through faith in Christ Jesus, 

and for all people according to their needs. 
For the Church, the community of God's forgiven, that we may not 
begrudge forgiveness but gladly and willingly reconcile all hurts in 
Jesus' name. Let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P: For our fellowship as God's people, that our ears may be closed to 
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anger and dispute and our mouths closed to judgment and 
condemnation. Let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P: For those who preside in our Synod and Regions, for our pastors and 

lay leaders, that God may work through their witness and example to 
display His compassion and grace. Let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P: For those who lead our nation and all the world, that truth, freedom, 

and justice may unite us to work together for our common good and 
that there may be an end to violence. Let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P: For our use of all the resources God has given to us, that we may be 

faithful and wise in our decisions and generous and cheerful in our 
support of His kingdom. Let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P: For all the families of our congregation and those who visit us. That 

our Lord protects them and keeps them united by God’s love and 
trust in Him in any circumstance of their life. Let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P: For the sick and all who suffer, [especially we remember Anne and 

Mike, Reiner and Marianne, for Ritva who is recuperating from 
surgery, for Ristau and Marcus, for Lissette and her family, for 
Melanie. We pray also for members of Faith who are going through 
the same trials and tribulation, and we pray also for those we name 
in our hearts and minds (pause.)] That they may not be abandoned 
to loneliness and despair but enjoy the comfort and support of God's 
people even as they wait upon God's gift of healing and peace. Let 
us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P: For those who celebrate their wedding anniversaries [especially for 
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Addison and Katherine] that our Lord keep their marriage and they 

rejoice in God=s blessings with joy and thankfulness and be led to 
offer Him their thanks and praise, let us pray to the Lord, 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting 

in Your mercy through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER: 
Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be Thy name; Thy 
Kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD   Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 

22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took  
     bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 
     the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given 
     for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

                         
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this 
cup is the new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of Me.” 

 
PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
 
P:  As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the 
     Lord’s death until He comes.  1 Corinthians 11:26 
C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.    Revelation 22:20 
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THE DISTRIBUTION: (Pilgrimage style) 

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
C: Praise the Lord, O my soul; all my inmost being, praise His holy 

name. Praise the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His 
benefits-- Who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases, 
Who redeems your life from the pit and crowns you with love 
and compassion, Who satisfies your desires with good things 
so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's. Praise the Lord, 
all His works everywhere in His dominion. Praise the Lord, O my 
soul. 

 
THE BENEDICTION: 
P: Go out into the world in peace; have courage; hold to that which is 

good; return no one evil for evil; strengthen the faint-hearted; support 
the weak; help the suffering; honour all people; love and serve the 
Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Almighty God, the 
Father, the  Son and the Holy Spirit, bless and keep you. 

C: Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN:     Christ Is Surely Coming     #509 

 
1 Christ is surely coming 

    Bringing His reward, 
Alpha and Omega, 
    First and Last and Lord: 
Root and Stem of David, 
    Brilliant Morning Star; 
Meet your Judge and Savior, 
    Nations near and far! 

 
2 See the holy city! 

    There they enter in, 
All by Christ made holy, 
    Washed from ev’ry sin: 
Thirsty ones, desiring 
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    All He loves to give, 
Come for living water, 
    Freely drink, and live! 

 
3 Grace be with God’s people! 

    Praise His holy name! 
Father, Son and Spirit, 
    Evermore the same; 
Hear the certain promise 
    From the_eternal home: 
“Surely I come quickly! 
    Come, Lord Jesus, come!” 
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