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TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
The Words and Food of Eternal Life 

August 15, 2021 

 
As We Gather: Today we consider why we follow 
Jesus. In the Gospel, we see many people stop 
following Jesus because His words offend them. 
When Jesus asks the disciples if they want to stop 
following Him as well, Peter answers, “Lord, to whom 

shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.” Not only does Jesus 
have the words of eternal life, but He also gives us the food of eternal 
life—His body and blood. As we gather for worship, we gather around 
God’s Word and God’s Meal—the Lord’s Supper. 

 
 PREPARATION  

 
Opening hymn       Speak, O Lord, Your Servant Listens       #589 
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Text: Public domain 

 
Invocation 

L In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Opening Sentences 

L The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. 
C Insight is knowing the holy one and seeking justice. 
  
L The way of the Lord leads to eternal life. 
C The way of the world leads only to death. 
  
L Through His death and resurrection, Jesus opens the way of 

eternal life. 
C Jesus has given us the words of eternal life. 
  
L Jesus gives us the food of eternal life, His body and blood. 
C Come, let us listen to His words, walk His way, and delight 

in His food. 
 
Confession and Absolution 
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L Though Jesus has come down from the heavens as the bread 
of life for us, we sometimes listen to other people’s words. We 
sometimes choose to follow those who do not follow Jesus. 
We sometimes delight in earthly pleasures rather than the 
daily bread God has given us. Yet, our heavenly Father calls 
us back to Him, for His way is a way of forgiveness. 

  
Silence for reflection. 

  
L Heavenly Father, 
C we have lived according to our own wisdom and desires. 

We have ignored Your words and wisdom. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us on the way of resurrection and 
eternal life, on account of Jesus. Amen. 

  
L In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die 

for us, and for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those 
who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the 
children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the 
Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to 
completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

      John 1:6; Philippians 1:6 

 
C Amen. We are forgiven. We have eternal life with Christ. 

Amen. 
 

 WORD  
 

Introit       Psalm 111:1–5, 9; antiphon: v. 10 

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all those who 
practice it have a good understanding. His praise endures forever! 
Praise the LORD! I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, 
in the company of the upright, in the congregation. Great are the 
works of the LORD, studied by all who delight in them. Full of 
splendor and majesty is his work, and his righteousness endures 
forever. 
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He has caused his wondrous works to be remembered; the LORD is 
gracious and merciful. He provides food for those who fear him; he 
remembers his covenant forever. He sent redemption to his people; 
he has commanded his covenant forever. Holy and awesome is his 
name! 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all those who 
practice it have a good understanding. His praise endures forever! 
 

Kyrie       Lord, Have Mercy 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
Hymn       All People That on Earth Do Dwell       #791 v. 1, 4–5 

 

 

 
 
Tune and text: Public domain 
 

Salutation 

L The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day 

L Let us pray. Almighty God, whom to know is everlasting life, 
grant us to know Your Son, Jesus, to be the way, the truth, 
and the life, that we may steadfastly follow His steps in the 
way that leads to life eternal; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading       Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18 

 
Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem and summoned the 

elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel. And they 

presented themselves before God. 2 And Joshua said to all the people, 
14 “Now therefore fear the LORD and serve him in sincerity and in 

faithfulness. Put away the gods that your fathers served beyond the 

River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15 And if it is evil in your eyes to 

serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods 

your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the 

Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will 

serve the LORD.” 16 Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we 

should forsake the LORD to serve other gods, 17 for it is the LORD our God 

who brought us and our fathers up from the land of Egypt, out of the 

house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight and 

preserved us in all the way that we went, and among all the peoples 

through whom we passed. 18 And the LORD drove out before us all the 

peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve 

the LORD, for he is our God.” 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle       Ephesians 5:6–21 

 6Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these 
things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 
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7Therefore do not associate with them; 8for at one time you were 
darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 
9(for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), 
10and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part in 
the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it is 
shameful even to speak of the things that they do in secret. 13But 
when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, 14for 
anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 

“Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on 
you.” 

 15Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, 
16making the best use of the time, because the days are evil. 
17Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the 
Lord is. 18And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but 
be filled with the Spirit, 19addressing one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord 
with all your heart, 20giving thanks always and for everything to God 
the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 21submitting to one 
another out of reverence for Christ. 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Holy Gospel       John 6:51–69 

L The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
 51[Jesus said:] “I am the living bread that came down from 
heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. And the 
bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” 
 52The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can 
this man give us his flesh to eat?” 53So Jesus said to them, “Truly, 
truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and 
drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54Whoever feeds on my flesh 
and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the 
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last day. 55For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. 
56Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, 
and I in him. 57As the living Father sent me, and I live because of 
the Father, so whoever feeds on me, he also will live because of 
me. 58This is the bread that came down from heaven, not as the 
fathers ate and died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” 
59Jesus said these things in the synagogue, as he taught at 
Capernaum. 
 60When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This is a hard 
saying; who can listen to it?” 61But Jesus, knowing in himself that 
his disciples were grumbling about this, said to them, “Do you take 
offense at this? 62Then what if you were to see the Son of Man 
ascending to where he was before? 63It is the Spirit who gives life; 
the flesh is of no avail. The words that I have spoken to you are 
spirit and life. 64But there are some of you who do not believe.” (For 
Jesus knew from the beginning who those were who did not believe, 
and who it was who would betray him.) 65And he said, “This is why 
I told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted him by 
the Father.” 
 66After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer 
walked with him. 67So Jesus said to the Twelve, “Do you want to go 
away as well?” 68Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall 
we go? You have the words of eternal life, 69and we have believed, 
and have come to know, that you are the Holy One of God.” 
  
L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Creed       Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,      
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again 



8 

 

from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life  everlasting. Amen. 
 

Sermon hymn       In Thee Is Gladness       #818 
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Text: Public domain 

 
Sermon       What’s your choice? – Joshua 24:14-15 
 
Offering hymn       Sent Forth by God's Blessing       #643 
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© 1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 
100011723. 

 
Prayer of the Church 

L Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and 
for all people according to their needs. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, You descend from the heavens to feed 
Your people with the food of eternal life. As we follow You, 
help us to feed others both with earthly food and with heavenly 
food. Lord Jesus Christ, life-giving bread, 

C let me with holy food be fed. 
 
L  Lord, we bring before You all those who have stopped 

following You. We pray that You would soften their hearts and 
give us wisdom to share Your words of eternal life so that they 
might follow You again. Lord Jesus Christ, life-giving bread, 

C let me with holy food be fed. 
 
L Lord, Your ways are not our ways. Your thoughts are not our 

thoughts. Help us not to seek our own way but to seek Your 
way and Your wisdom. Lord Jesus Christ, life-giving bread, 

C let me with holy food be fed. 
  
L Lord, You have borne our griefs and shared in our sorrows. 

Bring Your comfort to all those who are suffering in grief, 
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[especially . . .]. Point them to the hope of the resurrection to 
eternal life with Jesus. Lord Jesus Christ, life-giving bread, 

C let me with holy food be fed. 
  
L Lord, strengthen all those who struggle with addictions. Break 

their bondage and lead them to get the help they need. Lord 
Jesus Christ, life-giving bread, 

C let me with holy food be fed. 
  
L Lord, aid all pastors, teachers, church planters, missionaries, 

musicians, and servants in Your Church. Embolden them as 
they bring Your Word to Your people so that more and more 
people follow Your way. Lord Jesus Christ, life-giving bread, 

C let me with holy food be fed. 
  
L Lord, look with favor upon all who are sick, injured, and 

recovering, [especially . . .]. Have mercy upon them and 
restore them to health according to Your wisdom. Lord Jesus 
Christ, life-giving bread, 

C let me with holy food be fed. 
 
 Individual petitions may be added. The pastor and congregation will 

conclude each petition with: Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.   

  
L Lord Jesus, we commend all these things to Your infinite 

wisdom and guiding, for You live and reign with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,     
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 
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us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory     
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Benediction 

L The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the Love of God 
 And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all.  
C Amen. 
 

Closing hymn       Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word       #655 

 

 

 

 
 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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