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THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
Rejoicing Always 

 

AS WE GATHER: In our Advent 

preparations today, John the apostle and 

evangelist adds his testimony along with 

John the Baptist, holding before us the 

joy of Jesus as the light who gives to all 

who receive Him and believe in His name 

the right to become children of God. 

Because of our Lord’s continual supply 

of grace by His Word and Sacraments, we are enabled with Him 

to “greatly rejoice in the LORD”; for by His Spirit of righteousness 

we lead lives of holiness of faith. This holiness continually 

rejoices in the Lord, prays, and give thanks in all circumstances. 

With John the apostle and John the Baptist, we rejoice, always 

prepared by faith to welcome and worship our Lord and Savior, 

who comes to us daily with healing and deliverance. 

 

+ + + 
 

HYMN “On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry”  #344 v.1,3,5 

 

1 On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 

Announces that the Lord is nigh; 

Awake and hearken, for he brings 

Glad tidings of the King of kings! 

 

3 We hail Thee as our Savior, Lord, 

Our refuge and our great reward; 

Without Thy grace we waste away 

Like flow’rs that wither and decay. 

 

5 All praise, eternal Son, to Thee 

Whose advent sets Thy people free, 
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Whom with the Father we adore 

And Holy Spirit evermore. 

           
Public domain 

 

 PREPARATION  
 

INVOCATION 

 

Leader: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of 

  the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE 

 

Leader: Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 

People: the light no darkness can overcome. 

 

Leader: Let Your light scatter the darkness 

People: and illumine Your Church. 

 

Leader: The 3rd Candle lit is known as The Candle of Joy -

  This Candle remembers the multitudes of angels 

  that joyfully announced the birth of Christ. 

 

HYMN “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” #357 v. 1,2,3 

 

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 

Until the Son of God appear. Refrain 

 

ref Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
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2 O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, 

Who ord’rest all things mightily; 

To us the path of knowledge show, 

And teach us in her ways to go. Refrain 

 

3 O come, O come, Thou Lord of might, 

Who to Thy tribes on Sinai’s height 

In ancient times didst give the Law 

In cloud and majesty and awe. Refrain 

 
Public domain 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

Leader: Behold, the true light has come into the world. Let 

us enter into His presence, confessing our sins and 

receiving His forgiveness. 

People: Lord God, our heavenly Father, hear us as we 

confess the darkness of our waywardness and 

sin, especially our reluctance or refusal to 

rejoice, pray, or give thanks amid the troubles 

we have brought upon ourselves. Make us truly 

repentant, that we may receive the holiness of 

faith in our Savior Jesus Christ, the forgiveness 

of our sins. Amen. 

 

Leader: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy 

upon us and has given His only Son to die for us 

and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those 

who believe on His name He gives power to 

become the children of God and has promised them 

His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized 

shall be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us all.   

People: Amen. 
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 WORD  

 

INTROIT Psalm 85:8–9, 12–13; antiphon: v. 7 

 

Leader: Show us your steadfast love, O LORD, and grant us 

  your salvation.  

  Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, for He 

  will speak peace to His people, to His saints; but let 

  them not turn back to folly.  

  Surely His salvation is near to those who fear Him, 

  that glory may dwell in our land. 

  Yes, the LORD will give what is good, and our land 

  will yield its increase.  

  Righteousness will go before Him and make His 

  footsteps a way. 

 

People: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 

  Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, 

  and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Leader: Show us your steadfast love, O LORD, and grant us 

  Your salvation. 

 

KYRIE  
 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

  Christ, have mercy. 

  Lord, have mercy. 

 

SALUTATION 

 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Leader: Let us pray.  

 Lord Jesus Christ, true Light of the world, abide 

with us that we may rejoice in Your gracious 

presence, pray to You in every need, and give 

thanks for all Your blessing; for You live and reign 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11 (The year 

of the Lord’s favor) 

 
1The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has 

anointed me to bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to 

bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, 

and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 2to proclaim 

the year of the LORD’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our 

God; to comfort all who mourn; 3to grant to those who mourn in 

Zion—to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, the oil 

of gladness instead of mourning, the garment of praise instead of 

a faint spirit; that they may be called oaks of righteousness, the 

planting of the LORD, that he may be glorified. 4They shall build 

up the ancient ruins; they shall raise up the former devastations; 

they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many 

generations.  

 
8For I the LORD love justice; I hate robbery and wrong; I will 

faithfully give them their recompense, and I will make an 

everlasting covenant with them. 9Their offspring shall be known 

among the nations, and their descendants in the midst of the 

peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge them, that they are 

an offspring the LORD has blessed. 10I will greatly rejoice in 

the LORD; my soul shall exult in my God, for he has clothed me 

with the garments of salvation; he has covered me with the robe 
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of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with 

a beautiful headdress, and as a bride adorns herself with her 

jewels.  11For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, and as a garden 

causes what is sown in it to sprout up, so the Lord GOD will cause 

righteousness and praise to sprout up before all the nations. 

 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE 1 Thessalonians 5:16–24 (Rejoice always) 

 
16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all 

circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for 

you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise 

prophecies, 21but test everything; hold fast what is 

good. 22Abstain from every form of evil.  23Now may the God of 

peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit 

and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 24He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it. 

 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL John 1:6–8, 19–28 (The testimony of John 

the Baptist) 

 

Leader: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first 

  chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(The Gospel is read.) 

 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He 

came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might 

believe through him. 8He was not the light, but came to bear 

witness about the light. 19And this is the testimony of John, when 
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the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, 

“Who are you?” 20He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, 

“I am not the Christ.” 21And they asked him, “What then? Are you 

Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he 

answered, “No.” 22So they said to him, “Who are you? We need 

to give an answer to those who sent us. What do you say about 

yourself?”  
23He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 

‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” 
24(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25They asked him, 

“Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor 

Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26John answered them, “I baptize with 

water, but among you stands one you do not know, 27even he who 

comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to 

untie.” 28These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, 

where John was baptizing. 

 

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH: The Apostle=s Creed 
 
People:   I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of 

     heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who 

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried. He descended 

into hell. The third day He rose again from the 

dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 

thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian 

Church, the communion of saints, the 
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forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life  everlasting. Amen. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “Hark the Glad Sound”    #349 v. 1, 2 

 

1 Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes, 

    The Savior promised long; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne 

    And ev’ry voice a song. 

 

2 He comes the pris’ners to release, 

    In Satan’s bondage held. 

The gates of brass before Him burst, 

    The iron fetters yield. 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN  “Hark the Glad Sound”    #349 v. 3, 4 

 

3 He comes the broken heart to bind, 

    The bleeding soul to cure, 

And with the treasures of His grace 

    To enrich the humble poor. 

 

4 Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, 

    Thy welcome shall proclaim, 

And heav’n’s eternal arches ring 

    With Thy belovèd name. 

 
Public domain 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

(After each petition the leader prays: let us pray to the Lord, and 

the people respond: Lord, have mercy.) 
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Leader: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us 

to pray: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  Matthew 6:9–13 
 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be Thy name, 

 Thy kingdom come, 

 Thy will be done on earth 

  as it is in heaven; 

 give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses 

  as we forgive those  

  who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom 

  and the power and the glory 

  forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 

 

Leader: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the  

  Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless us and keep us. 

People: Amen. 

 

HYMN “On What Has Now Been Sown” #921    

 

1 On what has now been sown 

    Thy blessing, Lord, bestow; 

The pow’r is Thine alone 

    To make it sprout and grow. 

Do Thou in grace the harvest raise, 

And Thou alone shalt have the praise! 
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2 To Thee our wants are known, 

    From Thee are all our pow’rs; 

Accept what is Thine own 

    And pardon what is ours. 

Our praises, Lord, and prayers receive, 

And to Thy Word a blessing give. 

 

3 O grant that each of us, 

    Now met before Thee here, 

May meet together thus 

    When Thou and Thine appear 

And follow Thee to heav’n, our home. 

E’en so, amen, Lord Jesus, come! 

 
Public domain 

 

 

 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 1. Copyright © 

2020 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 




