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The office at Prime, a variation of which we use today, was one 
of seven, daily, "canonical hours" of prayer and devotion that 
made up "The Divine Office". Prime was used at the beginning 
of the day's work and was characterized by supplication, asking 
for God's help and blessing throughout the day. The reading of 
Psalm 119 also served to direct the soul to the eternal law of 
God. We follow this prayer service as we begin our day in the 
name of the Lord. 
  

OUR WORSHIP TODAY - THE OFFICE AT PRIME 
 

OPENING VERSICLES: 
L: Make haste, O God, to deliver me. 
C: Make haste to help me, O Lord. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end.  Amen. Alleluia! 

 
OPENING HYMN:  Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus  #685  
 

1 Let us ever walk with Jesus, 
    Follow His example pure, 
Through a world that would deceive us 
    And to sin our spirits lure. 
Onward in His footsteps treading, 
    Pilgrims here, our home above, 
    Full of faith and hope and love, 
Let us do the Father’s bidding. 
    Faithful Lord, with me abide; 
    I shall follow where You guide. 

 
2 Let us suffer here with Jesus 

    And with patience bear our cross. 
Joy will follow all our sadness; 
    Where He is, there is no loss. 
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Though today we sow no laughter, 
    We shall reap celestial joy; 
    All discomforts that annoy 
Shall give way to mirth hereafter. 
    Jesus, here I share Your woe; 
    Help me there Your joy to know. 

 
3 Let us gladly die with Jesus. 

    Since by death He conquered death, 
He will free us from destruction, 
    Give to us immortal breath. 
Let us mortify all passion 
    That would lead us into sin; 
    And the grave that shuts us in 
Shall but prove the gate to heaven. 
    Jesus, here with You I die, 
    There to live with You on high. 

 
4 Let us also live with Jesus. 

    He has risen from the dead 
That to life we may awaken. 
    Jesus,  You are now our head. 
We are Your own living members; 
    Where You live, there we shall be 
    In Your presence constantly, 
Living there with You forever. 
    Jesus, let me faithful be, 
    Life eternal grant to me. 

 
© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: CCAI, no. 660171. 

 
PSALM 119:1-8 

L: Blessed are they whose ways are blameless, who walk according 
to the law of the Lord. 

C: Blessed are they whose ways are blameless, who walk 
according to the law of the Lord. Blessed are they who keep 
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His statutes and seek Him with all their heart. They do nothing 
wrong; they walk in His ways. You have laid down precepts 
that are to be fully obeyed. Oh, that my ways were steadfast 
in obeying Your decrees! Then I would not be put to shame 
when I consider all Your commands. I will praise You with an 
upright heart as I learn Your righteous laws. I will obey Your 
decrees; do not utterly forsake me.  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end, Amen. Blessed are they whose ways are 
blameless, who walk according to the law of the Lord. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING  Jeremiah 15:15-21  (ESV) 
 
15 O LORD, you know; remember me and visit me, and take 
vengeance for me on my persecutors. In your forbearance take me 
not away; know that for your sake I bear reproach. 16 Your words were 
found, and I ate them, and your words became to me a joy and the 
delight of my heart, for I am called by your name, O LORD, God of 
hosts. 17 I did not sit in the company of revelers, nor did I rejoice; I sat 
alone, because your hand was upon me, for you had filled me with 
indignation. 18 Why is my pain unceasing, my wound incurable, 
refusing to be healed? Will you be to me like a deceitful brook, like 
waters that fail? 19 Therefore thus says the LORD: “If you return, I will 
restore you, and you shall stand before me. If you utter what is 
precious, and not what is worthless, you shall be as my mouth. They 
shall turn to you, but you shall not turn to them. 20 And I will make you 
to this people a fortified wall of bronze; they will fight against you, but 
they shall not prevail over you, for I am with you to save you and 
deliver you, declares the LORD. 21 I will deliver you out of the hand of 
the wicked, and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.” 
 

 L: This is the word of the Lord 
 C: Thanks be to God 
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EPISTLE READING  Romans 12:9-21  (ESV) 

Marks of the True Christian 

9 Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is 
good. 10 Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another 
in showing honor. 11 Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in 
spirit, serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be 
constant in prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek 
to show hospitality. 14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do 
not curse them. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those 
who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, 
but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own 
sight. 17 Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is 
honorable in the sight of all. 18 If possible, so far as it depends on 
you, live peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but 
leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will 
repay, says the Lord.” 20 To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, 
feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing 
you will heap burning coals on his head.” 21 Do not be overcome by 
evil, but overcome evil with good. 

L: This is the word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God 
 
HOLY GOSPEL  Matthew 16:21-28 

Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection 

21 From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go 
to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests 
and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22 And 
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from 
you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” 23 But he turned and said 
to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For 
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you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things 
of man.” 

Take Up Your Cross and Follow Jesus 

24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let 
him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 25 For whoever 
would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake 
will find it. 26 For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world 
and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in return for his 
soul? 27 For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the 
glory of his Father, and then he will repay each person according to 
what he has done. 28 Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here 
who will not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in his 
kingdom.” 

 P: This is the word of the Lord 
 C: Thanks be to God 

 
RESPONSORY: 

P: O Christ, Son of the living God, have mercy upon us. 
C: O Christ, Son of the living God, have mercy upon us. 

 
P: You who sits at the right hand of the Father: 
C: Have mercy upon us. 

 
P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
C: O Christ, Son of the living God, have mercy upon us. 
 
P: Arise, O Christ, and help us. 
C: And deliver us for Your name's sake. 
 

SERMON HYMN: Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word  #655 
 

1 Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word; 
Curb those who by deceit or sword 
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Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son 
And bring to naught all He has done. 

 
2 Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow’r make known, 

For You are Lord of lords alone; 
Defend Your holy Church that we 
May sing Your praise eternally. 

 
3 O Comforter of priceless worth, 

Send peace and unity on earth; 
Support us in our final strife 
And lead us out of death to life. 

 
Public domain 

 
MEDITATION:  AThe Cross Shows Us Our Father’s Love@ 

     Matthew 16:21-28  
 
THE OFFERING:  (Please, put your offering in the plate which is at 
       the entrance of the church.) 
 
OFFERING HYMN:  Christ Be My Leader #861 
 

1 Christ be my Leader by night as by day; 
Safe through the darkness, for He is the way. 
Gladly I follow, my future His care, 
Darkness is daylight when Jesus is there. 

 
2 Christ be my Teacher in age as in youth, 

Drifting or doubting, for He is the truth. 
Grant me to trust Him; though shifting as sand, 
Doubt cannot daunt me; in Jesus I stand. 

 
3 Christ be my Savior in calm as in strife; 

Death cannot hold me, for He is the life. 
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Nor darkness nor doubting nor sin and its stain 
Can touch my salvation: with Jesus I reign. 

 
© 1964, renewed 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: CCAI, no. 660171. 

 
THE LORD'S PRAYER: 

Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be Thy name; Thy 
Kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE APOSTLES' CREED: 
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth. 
 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He 
descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the 
dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge 
the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
PRAYERS: 

P: I cry to You, O Lord. 
C: In the morning my prayer comes before You. 

 
P: Oh, let my mouth be filled with Your praise: 
C: And with Your glory all the day. 

 
P: Hide Your face from my sins, O Lord. 
C: And blot out all my iniquities. 
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P: Create in me a clean heart, O God. 
C: And put a new and right spirit within me. 

 
P: Cast me not away from Your presence. 
C: And take not Your Holy Spirit from me. 
 
P: Restore to me the joy of Your salvation. 
C: And uphold me with a willing spirit. 

I confess to God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, and before all the company of heaven, that I have 
sinned in thought, word, and deed, through my fault, my own 
fault, my most grievous fault; wherefore I pray almighty God 
to have mercy upon me, to forgive me all my sins, and to make 
clean my heart within me. 
 

P: May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and 
forgiveness of all our sins, grace for true repentance, amendment 
of life, and the comfort of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Vouchsafe, O Lord: 
C: To keep us this day without sin. 

 
P: O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C: Have mercy upon us. 

 
P: O Lord, let Your mercy be upon us. 
C: As our trust is in you. 

 
P: O Lord, hear my prayer. 
C: And let my cry come to you. 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 
 (Each petition concludes) 

 
 P: Let us pray to the Lord  
    C: Lord, have mercy. 
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THE COLLECT 
P: O everlasting Jesus, who in the early morning did give Yourself to 

be reviled and scoffed at by Your enemies, visit us, we pray You, 
at this hour with Your grace and mercy that so throughout the day 
we may find peace and joy in all that ministers to Your praise and 
glory, You, who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
ever one God, world without end. 

C: Amen. 
 

THE BLESSING: 
P: The Lord Almighty order this day and all our doings in His peace. 
C: Amen. 

 
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord: 
C: Who made heaven and earth. 
 
P: Let us bless the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
P: The Lord bless us and keep us from all evil and bring us to 

everlasting life. 
C: Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN:  Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us #851 
 

1 Lord of glory, You have bought us 
    With Your lifeblood as the price, 
Never grudging for the lost ones 
    That tremendous sacrifice; 
And with that have freely given 
    Blessings countless as the sand 
To the unthankful and the evil 
    With Your own unsparing hand. 

 
2 Grant us hearts, dear Lord, to give You 

    Gladly, freely of Your own. 
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With the sunshine of Your goodness 
    Melt our thankless hearts of stone 
Till our cold and selfish natures, 
    Warmed by You, at length believe 
That more happy and more blessèd 
    ’Tis to give than to receive. 

 
3 Wondrous honor You have given 

    To our humblest charity 
In Your own mysterious sentence, 
    “You have done it all to Me.” 
Can it be, O gracious Master, 
    That You deign for alms to sue, 
Saying by Your poor and needy, 
    “Give as I have giv’n to you”? 

 
4 Lord of glory, You have bought us 

    With Your lifeblood as the price, 
Never grudging for the lost ones 
    That tremendous sacrifice. 
Give us faith to trust You boldly, 
    Hope, to stay our souls on You; 
But, oh, best of all Your graces, 
    With Your love our love renew. 

 
Public domain 
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