THE OFFICE AT PRIME
Faith Lutheran Church
August 23rd, 2020 – 10 am

The office at Prime, a variation of which we use today, was one of seven daily “canonical hours” of prayer and devotion
that made up “The Divine Office”. Prime was used at the beginning of the day’s work and was characterized by
supplication, asking for God’s help and blessing throughout the day. The reading of Psalm 119 also served to direct the
soul to the eternal law of God. We follow this prayer service as we begin our day in the name of the Lord.

OPENING VERSICLES
L: Make haste, O God, to deliver me.
C: Make haste to help me, O Lord.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever
shall be, world without end. Amen. Alleluia!
HYMN

5

“The Church’s One Foundation”

Yet she on earth has union
With God, the Three in One,
And mystic sweet communion
With those whose rest is won.
O blessèd heav’nly chorus!
Lord, save us by Your grace
That we, like saints before us,
May see You face to face.
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PSALM 119:1-8
L: Blessed are they whose ways are blameless, who walk according to the law of the Lord.
C:Blessed are they whose ways are blameless, who walk according to the law of the Lord. Blessed are they
who keep His statutes and seek Him with all their heart. They do nothing wrong; they walk in His ways.
You have laid down precepts that are to be fully obeyed. Oh, that my ways were steadfast in obeying Your
decrees! Then I would not be put to shame when I consider all Your commands. I will praise You with an
upright heart as I learn Your righteous laws. I will obey Your decrees; do not utterly forsake me. Glory be
to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as is was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Blessed are they whose ways are blameless, who walk according to the law of
the Lord.
FIRST LESSON

Isaiah 51:1-6

“Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, you who seek the LORD: look to the rock from which you were
hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug. Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you; for
he was but one when I called him, that I might bless him and multiply him. For the LORD comforts Zion; he
comforts all her waste places and makes her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the LORD; joy
and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song. “Give attention to me, my people, and give
ear to me, my nation; for a law will go out from me, and I will set my justice for a light to the peoples. My
righteousness draws near, my salvation has gone out, and my arms will judge the peoples; the coastlands hope for
me, and for my arm they wait. Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth beneath; for the heavens
vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, and they who dwell in it will die in like manner; but my
salvation will be forever, and my righteousness will never be dismayed.
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
SECOND LESSON

Romans 11:33-12:8

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how
inscrutable his ways! “For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counselor?” “Or who has
given a gift to him that he might be repaid?” For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be
glory forever. Amen.
I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and
perfect. For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than he
ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned.
For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, so we, though
many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. Having gifts that differ according to the
grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; the one who
teaches, in his teaching; the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one
who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
THIRD LESSON

Matthew 16:13-20

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the
Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the
prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son

of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not
revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build
my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven,
and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in
heaven.” Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ.
P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
RESPONSORY
P: O Christ, Son of the living God, have mercy upon us.
C: O Christ, Son of the living God, have mercy upon us.
P: You who sits at the right hand of the Father:
C: Have mercy upon us.
P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
C: O Christ, Son of the living God, have mercy upon us.
P: Arise, O Christ, and help us.
C: And deliver us for Your name’s sake.
HYMN

“Built on the Rock”
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Grant, then, O God, Your will be done,
That, when the church bells are ringing,
Many in saving faith may come
Where Christ His message is bringing:
“I know My own; My own know Me.
You, not the world, My face shall see.
My peace I leave with you. Amen.”
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MEDITATION
HYMN

“Who Is Jesus?”
“Rock of Ages”

(Matt. 16:13-20)
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LORD’S PRAYER
APOSTLES’ CREED
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The
third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the
Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life (+) everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS
P: I cry to You, O Lord.
C: In the morning my prayer comes before You.
P: Oh, let my mouth be filled with Your praise:
C: And with Your glory all the day.
P: Hide Your face from my sins, O Lord.
C: And blot out all my iniquities.
P: Create in me a clean heart, O God.
C: And put a new and right spirit within me.
P: Cast me not away from Your presence.
C: And take not Your Holy Spirit from me.
P: Restore to me the joy of Your salvation.
C: And uphold me with a willing spirit.
I confess to God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and before all the company of
heaven, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed, through my fault, my own fault, my most
grievous fault; wherefore I pray almighty God to have mercy upon me, to forgive me all my sins, and
to make clean my heart within me.
P: May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins, grace for true repentance,
amendment of life, and the comfort of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: Vouchsafe, O Lord:
C: To keep us this day without sin.
P: O Lord, have mercy upon us.
C: Have mercy upon us.
P: O Lord, let Your mercy be upon us.
C: As our trust is in You.
P: O Lord, hear my prayer.
C: And let my cry come to You.
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
THE COLLECT
P: O everlasting Jesus, who in the early morning did give Yourself to be reviled and scoffed at by Your enemies,
visit us, we pray You, at this hour with Your grace and mercy that so throughout the day we may find peace
and joy in all that ministers to Your praise and glory, You, who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, ever one God, world without end.
C: Amen.
THE BLESSING
P: The Lord Almighty order this day and all our doings in His peace.
C: Amen.

P: Our help is in the name of the Lord:
C: Who made heaven and earth.
P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
P: The Lord bless us and keep us from all evil and bring us to
C: Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

“Christ Is Our Cornerstone”

everlasting life.
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Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway
Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. Hymns from Lutheran Service Builder © 2012 Concordia Publishing
House. Used by permission.
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