
1 
 

THE OFFICE AT PRIME 
    Faith Lutheran Church 

                                     August 16th, 2020 – 10 am 

 

The office at Prime, a variation of which we use today, was one of seven daily “canonical hours” of prayer and devotion 

that made up “The Divine Office”. Prime was used at the beginning of the day’s work and was characterized by 

supplication, asking for God’s help and blessing throughout the day. The reading of Psalm 119 also served to direct the 

soul to the eternal law of God. We follow this prayer service as we begin our day in the name of the Lord.  

               
OPENING VERSICLES  
 

L: Make haste, O God, to deliver me. 

C: Make haste to help me, O Lord. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and 

ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. Alleluia! 

 

HYMN                      “God Himself Is Present”                         #907  
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PSALM 119:1-8 
 

L: Blessed are they whose ways are blameless, who walk according to the law of the Lord. 

C: Blessed are they whose ways are blameless, who walk according to the law of the Lord.  Blessed are 

they who keep His statutes and seek Him with all their heart. They do nothing wrong; they walk in His 

ways. You have laid down precepts that are to be fully obeyed. Oh, that my ways were steadfast in 

obeying Your decrees! Then I would not be put to shame when I consider all Your commands. I will 
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praise You with an upright heart as I learn Your righteous laws. I will obey Your decrees; do not utterly 

forsake me. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as is was in the beginning, is 

now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Blessed are they whose ways are blameless, who walk 

according to the law of the Lord. 

 

FIRST LESSON           Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 

 

Thus says the LORD: “Keep justice, and do righteousness, for soon my salvation will come, and my deliverance 

be revealed. “And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, to minister to him, to love the name of the 

LORD, and to be his servants, everyone who keeps the Sabbath and does not profane it, and holds fast my 

covenant— these I will bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt 

offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all 

peoples.” The Lord GOD, who gathers the outcasts of Israel, declares, “I will gather yet others to him besides 

those already gathered.” 

 

L: This is the Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God.   

  

SECOND LESSON       Romans 11:1-2a. 13-15, 28-32 
 

I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! For I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a 

member of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. Do you not know what 

the Scripture says of Elijah, how he appeals to God against Israel? Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. 

Inasmuch then as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry 14in order somehow to make my 

fellow Jews jealous, and thus save some of them. For if their rejection means the reconciliation of the world, 

what will their acceptance mean but life from the dead?  As regards the gospel, they are enemies of God for 

your sake. But as regards election, they are beloved for the sake of their forefathers. For the gifts and the calling 

of God are irrevocable. Just as you were at one time disobedient to God but now have received mercy because 

of their disobedience, 1so they too have now been disobedient in order that by the mercy shown to you they also 

may now receive mercy. For God has consigned all to disobedience, that he may have mercy on all. 
 

L: This is the Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

THIRD LESSON           Matthew 15:21-28 
 

Jesus went away from there and withdrew to the district of Tyre and Sidon. And behold, a Canaanite woman 

from that region came out and was crying, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David; my daughter is severely 

oppressed by a demon.” But he did not answer her a word. And his disciples came and begged him, saying, 

“Send her away, for she is crying out after us.” He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of 

Israel.” But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” And he answered, “It is not right to take 

the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall 

from their masters’ table.” Then Jesus answered her, “O woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you as you 

desire.” And her daughter was healed instantly.  

 

L: This is the Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

RESPONSORY 
 

P: O Christ, Son of the living God, have mercy upon us. 

C: O Christ, Son of the living God, have mercy upon us. 
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P: You who sits at the right hand of the Father: 

C: Have mercy upon us. 

 

P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

C: O Christ, Son of the living God, have mercy upon us. 

 

P: Arise, O Christ, and help us. 

C: And deliver us for Your name’s sake. 
 

HYMN                    “Blest Be the Tie that Binds”                      #649 
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MEDITATION             “A Trail of Crumbs”           (Matt. 15:21-28) 
 

HYMN            “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”                     #770 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

C:   I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
 

      And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life (+) everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS  
 

P: I cry to You, O Lord. 

C:  In the morning my prayer comes before You. 

 

P:   Oh, let my mouth be filled with Your praise: 

C:  And with Your glory all the day. 
 

P:   Hide Your face from my sins, O Lord. 

C:  And blot out all my iniquities. 
 

P:   Create in me a clean heart, O God. 

C:  And put a new and right spirit within me. 
 

P:   Cast me not away from Your presence. 

C:  And take not Your Holy Spirit from me.   
 

P:   Restore to me the joy of Your salvation. 

C:  And uphold me with a willing spirit. 

       I confess to God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and before all the company of 

heaven, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed, through my fault, my own fault, my most 

grievous fault; wherefore I pray almighty God to have mercy upon me, to forgive me all my sins, and 

to make clean my heart within me.  
 

P: May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins, grace for true 

repentance, amendment of life, and the comfort of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen.  
 

P: Vouchsafe, O Lord: 

C: To keep us this day without sin. 
 

P: O Lord, have mercy upon us. 

C: Have mercy upon us. 
 

P: O Lord, let Your mercy be upon us. 

C:  As our trust is in You.        

  

P: O Lord, hear my prayer. 

C: And let my cry come to You.          
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THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 

THE COLLECT 
 

P:  O everlasting Jesus, who in the early morning did give Yourself to be reviled and scoffed at by Your 

enemies, visit us, we pray You, at this hour with Your grace and mercy that so throughout the day we may 

find peace and joy in all that ministers to Your praise and glory, You, who lives and reigns with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, world without end. 

C:  Amen.  
      

THE BLESSING 
 

P: The Lord Almighty order this day and all our doings in His peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

P:  Our help is in the name of the Lord: 

C: Who made heaven and earth. 
 

P:  Let us bless the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

   P: The Lord bless us and keep us from all evil and bring us to    everlasting life. 

C:  Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN            “Jesus Shall Reign”                          #832 
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+       +        + 
Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by 

Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. Hymns from Lutheran Service Builder © 2012 Concordia 

Publishing House. Used by permission.  

 




